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Ceil Cleveland and Larry McMurtry grew up as friends in the little Texas town of
Archer City, fictionalized by McMurtry in The Last Picture Show, which later
became a film by Peter Bogdanovich. Among the locals, Cleveland has long been
assumed to be the principal model for the novel’s iconic character, Jacy
Farrow—played in the movie by Cybill Shepherd. In this memoir, Cleveland
recalls a girl’s life in small-town Texas.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Remember Jacy Farrow, that stunning, icy beauty in Peter Bogdanovich's The Last Picture Show? In his
novel of the same name, Larry McMurtry based his character on childhood friend Ceil Cleveland. Says
Cleveland: "In modern American literature, especially Texas literature, Jacy has become an archetype: a
beautiful, flirty, teasing, bitchy blonde in a convertible.... Now this Jacy wants to tell her story... my story."
What might seem a good--if slim--idea upon which to base a story or an essay becomes, in Ceil Cleveland's
hands, surprisingly full and rich.

What was it really like to grow up smart, pretty, and female in a southern Texas town during the era of The
Last Picture Show? Sharing stories about the women in her family, the bigotry and fear that dominated the
real town of Archer City, the birth of her interest in writing, and finally her escape, this the "real&Quot; Jacy
Farrow. Cleveland introduces each chapter with the epigrammatic wit of such notables as Andre Gide,
Edward Albee, and Dorothy Sayers, whom she quotes as saying, "Time and trouble will tame an advanced
young woman, but an advanced old woman is uncontrollable by any earthly force." Cleveland treats us with
her evolution into--if not the misbehaving Jacy--the articulate, accomplished, feminist professional she
becomes in this rueful but earnest, richly remembered memoir.

Review
Fantasies of marrying Arthur Miller and grooving in Greenwich Village eventually gave way to marriage,
children, divorce, and professional success. But it's the often painful adolescent details--describing what it's
like to mature into the class beauty in a one-picture-show Texas town--that make this book such a charming
read. -- Entertainment Weekly

From the Back Cover
Ceil Cleveland and Larry McMurtry grew up as friends in the little Texas town of Archer City, fictionalized
by McMurtry in The Last Picture Show, which later became a film by Peter Bogdanovich. Among the locals,
Cleveland has long been assumed to be the principal model for the novel's iconic character, Jacy Farrow -
played in the movie by Cybill Shepherd. Says Cleveland: "In modern American literature, especially Texas
literature, Jacy has become an archetype: a beautiful, flirty, teasing, bitchy, blonde in a convertible.... Now
this Jacy wants to tell her story ... my story". The boys' world in Thalia - the legitimate one of football,
rodeos, learning to cuss, and dreaming about girls - was the world of Texas in that era. Girls had bit parts.
We could play if we learned our lines and attempted no ad lib. Some of us were cheerleaders, jumping,
squealing, shaking our hips and pom-poms, the rewards of the boys on the field after the game was over.... I
projected myself into every picture show I saw. I was there - learning to act, to walk, to dress, to speak, to
attract or dismiss men. I had no other way of forecasting my future".

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Crystal Sanchez:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't



like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Whatever Happened to Jacy Farrow?.

Susan Padgett:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Whatever Happened to Jacy Farrow? will make you
to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that
open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Enrique Boggs:

This Whatever Happened to Jacy Farrow? are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Whatever Happened to Jacy Farrow? can be one of several great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with
information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Whatever Happened to Jacy Farrow? forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Barbara Robbins:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Whatever Happened to Jacy Farrow? can make you sense more interested to read.
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