
Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and
Times of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin, and His Band
of Brothers

By Ron Chepesiuk

Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin,
and His Band of Brothers By Ron Chepesiuk

Sergeant Smack chronicles the story of North Carolina's Leslie "Ike" Atkinson,
an adventurer, gambler and one of U.S. history's most original gangsters. Under
the cover of the Vietnam War and through the use of the U.S. military
infrastructure, Atkinson masterminded an enterprising group of family members
and former African American GIs that the DEA identified as one of history's ten
top drug trafficking rings. Ike's organization moved heroin from Thailand to
North Carolina and beyond. According to law enforcement sources, 1,000
pounds is a conservative estimate of the amount of heroin the ring transported
annually from Bangkok, Thailand, through U.S. military bases, into the U.S.
during its period of operation from 1968 to 1975. That amount translates to about
$400 million worth of illegal drug sales during that period. Born in Goldsboro,
North Carolina, Ike Atkinson is a charismatic former U.S. Army Master
Sergeant, career drug smuggler, scam artist, card shark and doting family man
whom law enforcement nick-named Sergeant Smack. He was never known to
carry a gun, and today many retired law enforcement officials who had put him
in jail refer to him as a "gentleman." Sergeant Smack's criminal activities sparked
the creation of a special DEA unit code named CENTAC 9, which conducted an
intensive three-year investigation across three continents. Sergeant Smack was
elusive, but the discovery of his palm print on a kilo of heroin finally took him
down. In 1987, Ike tried to revive his drug ring from Otisville Federal
Penitentiary, but the Feds discovered the plot and set up a sting. The events that
follow seem like the narrative for a Robert Ludlum novel. Atkinson was
convicted again and nine years added to his sentence. Ike was released from
prison in 2006 after serving a 31-year jail sentence. Atkinson's story is
controversial because his ring has been accused of smuggling heroin to the U.S.
in the coffins and/or cadavers of dead American GIs. As this book shows, the
accusation is completely false. The recent movie, "American Gangster," which
depicted the criminal career of Frank Lucas, distorted Atkinson's historical role
in the international drug trade. Sergeant Smack exposes the lies about the Ike
Atkinson-Frank Lucas relationship and documents how Ike, not Lucas, pioneered
the Asian heroin connection. "Drug kingpin Ike Atkinson, is the real deal, and
not the stuff of Hollywood legend. The author delivers an eminently readable
book about a genuine Mr Big who knows that no fictional makeover is required
for his compelling story - the truth is more than enough." -Steve Morris,
Publisher, New Criminologist "Sergeant Smack is meticulously researched and
its prodding for the truth by author Ron Chepesiuk makes it an excellent non-
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fiction crime story. Along with a compelling history of Ike Atkinson's life and
criminal career in drug smuggling, the author has managed to put the truth to
numerous falsehoods contained in the major movie, American Gangster, about
the life of Frank Lucas." -Jack Toal, retired DEA agent who worked the
investigation of Frank Lucas "Finally, the real story. I've waited 40 years for this
book." -Marc Levin, Director of the documentary, "Mr. Untouchable" "Ron
Chepesiuk has gone from publishing the Black gangster classics, Gangsters of
Harlem and Black Gangsters of Chicago, to crafting Sergeant Smack, an
astonishing masterpiece." -David "Pop" Whetstone, Owner, Black Star Music
and Video "Sergeant Smack forcefully debunks the urban legend of Black family
groups smuggling heroin from Southeast Asia in the bodies of dead GI soldiers
while recounting the colorful saga of the authentic American gangster. Highly
recommended." -Gary Taylor, journalist and author of the award-winning true
crime memoir, Luggage by Kroger.
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Sergeant Smack chronicles the story of North Carolina's Leslie "Ike" Atkinson, an adventurer, gambler and
one of U.S. history's most original gangsters. Under the cover of the Vietnam War and through the use of the
U.S. military infrastructure, Atkinson masterminded an enterprising group of family members and former
African American GIs that the DEA identified as one of history's ten top drug trafficking rings. Ike's
organization moved heroin from Thailand to North Carolina and beyond. According to law enforcement
sources, 1,000 pounds is a conservative estimate of the amount of heroin the ring transported annually from
Bangkok, Thailand, through U.S. military bases, into the U.S. during its period of operation from 1968 to
1975. That amount translates to about $400 million worth of illegal drug sales during that period. Born in
Goldsboro, North Carolina, Ike Atkinson is a charismatic former U.S. Army Master Sergeant, career drug
smuggler, scam artist, card shark and doting family man whom law enforcement nick-named Sergeant
Smack. He was never known to carry a gun, and today many retired law enforcement officials who had put
him in jail refer to him as a "gentleman." Sergeant Smack's criminal activities sparked the creation of a
special DEA unit code named CENTAC 9, which conducted an intensive three-year investigation across
three continents. Sergeant Smack was elusive, but the discovery of his palm print on a kilo of heroin finally
took him down. In 1987, Ike tried to revive his drug ring from Otisville Federal Penitentiary, but the Feds
discovered the plot and set up a sting. The events that follow seem like the narrative for a Robert Ludlum
novel. Atkinson was convicted again and nine years added to his sentence. Ike was released from prison in
2006 after serving a 31-year jail sentence. Atkinson's story is controversial because his ring has been accused
of smuggling heroin to the U.S. in the coffins and/or cadavers of dead American GIs. As this book shows,
the accusation is completely false. The recent movie, "American Gangster," which depicted the criminal
career of Frank Lucas, distorted Atkinson's historical role in the international drug trade. Sergeant Smack
exposes the lies about the Ike Atkinson-Frank Lucas relationship and documents how Ike, not Lucas,
pioneered the Asian heroin connection. "Drug kingpin Ike Atkinson, is the real deal, and not the stuff of
Hollywood legend. The author delivers an eminently readable book about a genuine Mr Big who knows that
no fictional makeover is required for his compelling story - the truth is more than enough." -Steve Morris,
Publisher, New Criminologist "Sergeant Smack is meticulously researched and its prodding for the truth by
author Ron Chepesiuk makes it an excellent non-fiction crime story. Along with a compelling history of Ike
Atkinson's life and criminal career in drug smuggling, the author has managed to put the truth to numerous
falsehoods contained in the major movie, American Gangster, about the life of Frank Lucas." -Jack Toal,
retired DEA agent who worked the investigation of Frank Lucas "Finally, the real story. I've waited 40 years
for this book." -Marc Levin, Director of the documentary, "Mr. Untouchable" "Ron Chepesiuk has gone
from publishing the Black gangster classics, Gangsters of Harlem and Black Gangsters of Chicago, to
crafting Sergeant Smack, an astonishing masterpiece." -David "Pop" Whetstone, Owner, Black Star Music
and Video "Sergeant Smack forcefully debunks the urban legend of Black family groups smuggling heroin
from Southeast Asia in the bodies of dead GI soldiers while recounting the colorful saga of the authentic
American gangster. Highly recommended." -Gary Taylor, journalist and author of the award-winning true
crime memoir, Luggage by Kroger.



Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin, and His Band of Brothers
By Ron Chepesiuk Bibliography

Sales Rank: #560796 in Books●

Brand: Brand: Strategic Media Books●

Published on: 2010-06-21●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 8.50" h x .94" w x 5.51" l, 1.17 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

422 pages●

 Download Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times of I ...pdf

 Read Online Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times of ...pdf

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0984233318
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0984233318
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0984233318
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0984233318
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0984233318
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0984233318
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0984233318
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0984233318


Download and Read Free Online Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson,
Kingpin, and His Band of Brothers By Ron Chepesiuk

Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Martin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson,
Kingpin, and His Band of Brothers. Try to make the book Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times
of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin, and His Band of Brothers as your close friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Nola Schroeder:

This Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin, and His Band of Brothers
book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Sergeant Smack: The
Legendary Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin, and His Band of Brothers without we know teach the
one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Sergeant Smack: The
Legendary Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin, and His Band of Brothers can bring whenever you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin, and
His Band of Brothers having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Carl Adams:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Sergeant Smack: The Legendary
Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin, and His Band of Brothers is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.



Clifford White:

Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin, and His Band of Brothers can
be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Sergeant Smack: The Legendary Lives and Times of Ike Atkinson, Kingpin, and His
Band of Brothers however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into new
stage of crucial considering.
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