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The European Union (E.U.), along with the Council of Europe, NATO, and the
Office of Security and Cooperation in Europe are regional organizations which,
despite their different missions, all are designed to support democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law. The E.U. has required that all of its candidate
countries for potential and actual membership adhere to these three criteria, along
with free market practices, since its 1993 Copenhagen, inter-governmental
summit. In this book, experts have contributed chapters on the European record
of induced improvements in a variety of countries.

Current scholarship has debated whether the rational incentives of accession to
membership (conditionality theory); the normative power of European identity
(socialization theory); or international legal processes (institutional theory) have
explained what some claim are significant improvements. Other scholars demur,
arguing that the improvements have been superficial or ephemeral, or conversely,
that real improvement would have occurred anyway. Still others argue that real
improvements are reversible, especially after E.U. membership is attained and
regimes revert to former or new ways that erode democratization. The E.U. and
its peer institutions, they suggest, are not heavy anchors to democracy in periods
of economic distress, rising nationalism and extremism. Yet others argue that out
of these challenges, the E.U. has saved the Euro, built even stronger institutions,
and remains a beacon of desired ideals and membership among countries that
conceivably could graduate from its partner organizations and eventually join the
E.U. as well.

Each chapter assesses what difference the E.U. and other regional organizations
have made in the record of a particular country. These country chapters include
those: that were candidate countries and became member states (Romania and
Bulgaria in 2007 and Croatia in 2013); those that are now officially candidate
countries (Iceland, Macedonia, and since 2014, Serbia); those have all signed
stabilization agreements, which are usually precursors of E.U. candidature
(Montenegro, Bosnia, Albania, and since 2014, despite being regarded as too
large, the Ukraine, and too poor, Moldova); and finally, a new country (Kosovo),
despite its non-recognition by five E.U. member states, which nonetheless
appears to be on the road to eventual E.U. candidacy. This study is a highly
nuanced picture of a varying European record fraught with conflicting interests,
but portraying a picture of outer Europe struggling to improve because it seeks
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membership in a still powerful supranational organization.
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The European Union (E.U.), along with the Council of Europe, NATO, and the Office of Security and
Cooperation in Europe are regional organizations which, despite their different missions, all are designed to
support democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. The E.U. has required that all of its candidate
countries for potential and actual membership adhere to these three criteria, along with free market practices,
since its 1993 Copenhagen, inter-governmental summit. In this book, experts have contributed chapters on
the European record of induced improvements in a variety of countries.

Current scholarship has debated whether the rational incentives of accession to membership (conditionality
theory); the normative power of European identity (socialization theory); or international legal processes
(institutional theory) have explained what some claim are significant improvements. Other scholars demur,
arguing that the improvements have been superficial or ephemeral, or conversely, that real improvement
would have occurred anyway. Still others argue that real improvements are reversible, especially after E.U.
membership is attained and regimes revert to former or new ways that erode democratization. The E.U. and
its peer institutions, they suggest, are not heavy anchors to democracy in periods of economic distress, rising
nationalism and extremism. Yet others argue that out of these challenges, the E.U. has saved the Euro, built
even stronger institutions, and remains a beacon of desired ideals and membership among countries that
conceivably could graduate from its partner organizations and eventually join the E.U. as well.

Each chapter assesses what difference the E.U. and other regional organizations have made in the record of a
particular country. These country chapters include those: that were candidate countries and became member
states (Romania and Bulgaria in 2007 and Croatia in 2013); those that are now officially candidate countries
(Iceland, Macedonia, and since 2014, Serbia); those have all signed stabilization agreements, which are
usually precursors of E.U. candidature (Montenegro, Bosnia, Albania, and since 2014, despite being
regarded as too large, the Ukraine, and too poor, Moldova); and finally, a new country (Kosovo), despite its
non-recognition by five E.U. member states, which nonetheless appears to be on the road to eventual E.U.
candidacy. This study is a highly nuanced picture of a varying European record fraught with conflicting
interests, but portraying a picture of outer Europe struggling to improve because it seeks membership in a
still powerful supranational organization.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is an extremely timely and comprehensive collection. Democratization and human rights projects across
Europe have been in train for a number of decades and are ripe for a comparative analysis. Henry F. Carey is
to be congratulated on bringing together the right authors, the right cases, and asking the right questions at
the right time. The book tells the story of halting Europeanization, local nationalisms, geopolitics, and the
different attitudes of states on the European periphery to European institutions. It is highly recommended.
(Roger Mac Ginty, University of Manchester)

This very useful book meticulously works through the plethora of EU institutions interfering, regulating and
monitoring throughout the EU's peripheral 'borderlands' with contrasting and sometimes contradictory
effects. (David Chandler, Professor of International Relations, University of Westminster)

European Institutions, Democratization and Human Rights Protection in the European Periphery is the most
comprehensive and up-to-date examination of human rights in the the European periphery to be released for
years. This book provides an in-depth analysis of human rights challenges and the role of the EU in states
that are becoming more and more geopolitically important in the 21st century. It is a must-read for anyone
who wants to understand the intersection of human rights and democratization in this critical region.
(Eleanor Morris, Agnes Scott College)

This volume fills a gap in our understanding of the influence of European international organizations by
examining their role in promoting norms of democracy, in shaping the protection of human rights, and in
supporting the strengthening of rule of law in member states and non-member states in Europe. A rich
diversity of chapters provides for theoretically informed case studies of the potential congruence of domestic
policy with supranational rules in the Balkans and East Europe to excellent effect. Through an analytical
emphasis on how member states and non-member states respond to European promotion of democracy,
human rights, and rule of law the volume makes an original contribution to our knowledge of the effects of
European international organizations’ norm promotion. (Annika Björkdahl, Lund University)

About the Author
Henry F. Carey is associate professor of political science at Georgia State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Slowik:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take European Institutions, Democratization, and Human Rights Protection in the
European Periphery as your daily resource information.



Theodore Pritchard:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually European Institutions, Democratization, and Human Rights Protection in the European Periphery.

Gavin Wilkins:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love European Institutions,
Democratization, and Human Rights Protection in the European Periphery, you could enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

William Patterson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular European Institutions, Democratization, and Human
Rights Protection in the European Periphery can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating
this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We should have European Institutions, Democratization, and Human Rights Protection in the
European Periphery.
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