EVOLUTION...

SUHOION

e b Laror o i R

= Get Print Book

Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the
Origins of Culture

By René Girard
& Donwload & Read Online

Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture By René
Girard

Presented as a series of conversations, Evolution and Conversion is athorough
discussion of the major tenets of Girard's thought.

René Girard is one of the most brilliant and striking intellectuals of the 20th
century. Histheory on the imitative nature of desire and on the violent origin of
culture has been at the centre of the philosophical and theoretical debate since the
publication in 1971 of his seminal book: Violence and the Sacred. Hisreflection
on the relationship between violence and religion is one of the most original and
persuasive and, given the urgency of thisissue in our contemporary world,
demands areappraisal.

Girard, who has been hailed by Michel Serres as "the Charles Darwin" of human
sciences, isin fact one of the few thinkers in the humanities and social sciences
that takes into full consideration an evolutionary perspective to explain the
emergence of culture and institutions. The authors draw out this aspect of his
thought by foregrounding ethological, anthropological and evolutionary theories.

Methodological and epistemological systematization has also been lacking in
Girard's previous books, and by questioning him on the issue of evidence and
truth, the authors provide a convincing framework for further inquiries. In the last
chapters, Girard proposes a provocative re-reading of the Biblical texts, seen as
the culmination of an enduring process of historical awareness of the presence
and function of collective violencein our world. In fact, Girard's long argument
isahistorical spira in which the origin of culture and archaic religion is reunited
with the contemporary world by means of areinterpretation of Christianity and
itsrevelation of the intrinsic violent nature of the human being.
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Presented as a series of conversations, Evolution and Conversion is athorough discussion of the major tenets
of Girard's thought.

René Girard is one of the most brilliant and striking intellectuals of the 20th century. His theory on the
imitative nature of desire and on the violent origin of culture has been at the centre of the philosophical and
theoretical debate since the publication in 1971 of his seminal book: Violence and the Sacred. His reflection
on the relationship between violence and religion is one of the most original and persuasive and, given the
urgency of thisissuein our contemporary world, demands a reappraisal.

Girard, who has been hailed by Michel Serres as "the Charles Darwin" of human sciences, isin fact one of
the few thinkers in the humanities and social sciences that takes into full consideration an evolutionary
perspective to explain the emergence of culture and institutions. The authors draw out this aspect of his
thought by foregrounding ethological, anthropological and evolutionary theories.

Methodological and epistemological systematization has also been lacking in Girard's previous books, and
by questioning him on the issue of evidence and truth, the authors provide a convincing framework for
further inquiries. In the last chapters, Girard proposes a provocative re-reading of the Biblical texts, seen as
the culmination of an enduring process of historical awareness of the presence and function of collective
violencein our world. In fact, Girard's long argument is a historical spiral in which the origin of culture and
archaic religion is reunited with the contemporary world by means of areinterpretation of Christianity and its
revelation of the intrinsic violent nature of the human being.
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Editorial Review

Review

For those who want alively, general introduction to the thought of this seminal religious thinker [Rene
Girard], Evolution and Conversion is a book not to be missed. Theology Girard is now well known for his
multidisciplinary writings on religion and violence ... This book develops and reassesses ideas set out thirty
years ago. Theological Book Review

About the Author

René Girard (1923-) was Andrew B. Hammond Professor Emeritus of French Language, Literature, and
Civilization at Stanford University, USA, from 1981 to his retirement in 1995. A historian, literary critic and
philosopher, heis the author of over 30 books including Violence and the Sacred.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
France Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture. Try to
make the book Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture as your good friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Nathaniel Thomas;

This book untitled Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of
benefit onit. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of this book sellsthe e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Jacqueline Stalling:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, aswell as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that islook different
you can read any book. It isredly fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These were



enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often
the e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book possesses high quality.

Michael Canton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues
on the Origins of Culture that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for al of you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you are able to pick Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture
become your own starter.
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