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Is it correct to pronounce "mischievous" as a three-syllable word (miss-chi-
vuhss) or a four -syllable word (miss-chee-vi-uhss)? If it is right to use "alumni"
as the plural of "alumnus," why is it wrong to use "octopi" as the plural of
"octopus"? Should we write "12 am" or "12 a.m."? What is the difference
between "principle" and "principal"? Is it "just desserts" or "just deserts"?
If you don't know the answer to these questions, if you need a quick and effective
guide to correct English, then Oxford A-Z of English Usage is just what you are
looking for, containing a gold mine of useful advice on a wide array of common
writing and speaking problems. Based on Oxford's world-renowned dictionary
research program and packed with vivid examples of real usage (and misusage)
from contemporary sources, this guide provides essential information on the
kinds of issues writers face every day. Readers will find more than 600 entries
arranged in alphabetical order, shedding light on common issues of uncertainty
and confusion (affect / effect; compliment / complement; loath / loathe), on
questions of punctuation and pronunciation, on grammatical terms, and much
more. In addition, there are more than 20 special feature articles on specific
topics such as abbreviation, euphemism, hyphenation, and folk etymology (where
we learn that though more than half the examples in print use "just desserts," the
proper word is "deserts," meaning reward, not "arid land").
With a clear and attractive two-color page design, Oxford A-Z of English Usage
gives the reader quick and easy answers to their most common questions, with
clear and coherent explanations and sample sentences. It will prove the first port
of call for any reader seeking easy-to-understand, reliable help with English
usage.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jeremy Butterfield is a freelance consultant and writer. For many years he worked in senior editorial
positions for publishers of English and bilingual dictionaries. He lives in the UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Barnett:

This Oxford A-Z of English Usage book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Oxford A-Z
of English Usage without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Oxford A-Z of English Usage can bring if you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Oxford A-Z of English Usage having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jesse Reid:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Oxford A-Z of English Usage, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Brandy Godwin:

This Oxford A-Z of English Usage is great publication for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Oxford
A-Z of English Usage in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?



Ricardo Hempel:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top list
in your reading list is actually Oxford A-Z of English Usage. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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