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Democracy is sold to us on its ability to deliver equal opportunity, and to give
every citizen an equal voice. Yet time and again we see that this is not the case:
power and spoils alike flow to the few, while the many are left with no recourse.
What is wrong with democracy?

Nothing, says Roslyn Fuller: what we have simply isn’t democracy—it’s a
perversion of it, created by poorly designed electoral systems, weak campaign
laws, and broad limitations on participation and representation at nearly every
level. Backing her argument with copious empirical data analyzing a wide variety
of voting methods across twenty nations, Fuller makes her conclusion irrefutable:
if we want true democracy, we have to return to the philosophical insights that
originally underpinned it, and thoroughly reexamine the goals and methods of
democracy and democratic participation. A radical, damning, yet at the same
time fiercely hopeful work, Beasts and Gods aims to reconfigure the very
foundations of modern society.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Beast and Gods is a timely and provocative look behind the cliches of western politics. It recognises that
government of the people, by the people, is not what our current democracies feel like to most of their
citizens. Fuller returns to the roots of democracy in classical republican practice and rediscovers the sources
of the renewal that is urgently required. Her optimism makes this not just a challenging book but a
heartening one.”
(Irish Times)

“Beasts and Gods provides a fascinating contrast between democracy in theory and democracy in practice. It
deconstructs the assumptions underlying representative democracy, and debunks the fiction that modern
elections are “free and fair.” This provocative book draws on lessons from ancient Greece, while advocating
direct democracy by decoupling economics from politics.”
(Marjorie Cohn, Thomas Jefferson School of Law)

"Every now and then modern society throws up someone who questions its most cherished myths. The how
and why of it deserves a book in its own right. Fuller is one such, and in this work she takes on a holy cow,
democracy, that  the West loves to believe  it invented (like all good things). She is a young scholar, but
gifted with the right intuition, attitude,  and talent to take it on, full frontal,  from A to Z . As such the book is
a refreshing and highly timely, tour de force, putting both conventional apologetics and hoary critiques to
shame. It dares us to rethink the myth, and perhaps even to, finally, infuse some  real content to it - before we
are all entrapped in an irreversible oligarchy."
(Rajani Kanth, Harvard University)

“A visionary thought experiment . . . guaranteed to make you think differently about the trillion dollar
bureaucracies we call democracy today.”
 
(Forbes)

About the Author

Roslyn Fuller is a research associate at Waterford Institute of Technology and legal correspondent for
Russia Today.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Beasts and Gods: How



Democracy Changed Its Meaning and Lost Its Purpose book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Lola Paolucci:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Beasts and Gods: How Democracy Changed Its
Meaning and Lost Its Purpose was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Beasts
and Gods: How Democracy Changed Its Meaning and Lost Its Purpose has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Amelia Brown:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Beasts and Gods: How Democracy Changed Its Meaning and Lost Its Purpose
can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Lester Gibbons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your personal
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Beasts and Gods: How
Democracy Changed Its Meaning and Lost Its Purpose.
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