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Follow the adventures of the world's most sought-after postage stamps—from a
tropical Indian Ocean island to the hushed atmosphere of the modern auction
room—in this dramatic and passionate tale of the first stamp hunters. In
September 1847 colored squares of paper were stuck on to envelopes and used to
send out admission cards to a fancy-dress ball on the tropical island of Mauritius.
No one at the party would have guessed that these stamps would one day be
worth more than a million dollars. When a two-pence "Blue Mauritius" surfaced
on the fledgling French stamp-collecting market in 1865 it gained instant
celebrity. Soldiers, schoolboys, and the entire German nation became obsessed
with finding one of these extremely rare examples. When in 1903 a perfect
specimen, discovered in a childhood album, was bought at auction by the Prince
of Wales, the Blue Mauritius gained superstar status. Even now, "Post Office
Mauritius" stamps are synonymous with fame, wealth, and mystery. The most
coveted scraps of paper in existence, this is their story—from their birth during
days of sail, taking them from Port Louis to Bordeaux, India and Great Britain,
Switzerland and Japan, into the hearts and imagination of collectors everywhere.
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Editorial Review

Review
Will strike a chord with anyone who has ever felt the thrill of buying a little glassine packet of stamps,
tipping them out, finding the longed-for Missing One and making the proud, complete set... the stories of
these stamps are often extraordinary. -- Ann Wroe Daily Telegraph Fascinating... not just an entertaining and
meticulously researched history of Mauritius and its stamps, but also an absorbing look at the early
development of one of the world's most widespread hobbies. -- Kieron Wood Sunday Business Post

About the Author

Helen Morgan
trained as an art historian and archivist. This is her first book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marlon Hood:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you should have this Blue Mauritius: The Hunt for the World's Most Valuable Stamps.

Juan Carrillo:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the guide untitled Blue Mauritius: The Hunt for the World's Most Valuable Stamps can be
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Allen Ellis:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be examine. Blue Mauritius: The Hunt for the World's Most



Valuable Stamps can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time
problems.

Blanche Jackson:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Blue Mauritius: The Hunt for the World's Most Valuable Stamps we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book
Blue Mauritius: The Hunt for the World's Most Valuable Stamps. You can more attractive than now.
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