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British drama since 1956 has been particularly innovative. This volume
investigates how recent British history plays reflect the methods and values of
New History, in contrast to traditional biographical dramas that depict the lives
of great men of the past. More than 50 British playwrights are discussed,
including John Osborne, John Arden, Edward Bond, Robert Bolt, Pam Gems,
Howard Brenton, Caryl Churchill, Howard Barker, and Peter Shaffer. Historical
drama consistently displays the sense of history prevalent when it was written: a
17th century quest for precedent and analogy; the affirmation of cosmic order in
the 18th century; the Romantic search for manifestations of spiritual purpose; in
Victorian times, a demonstration that humans control events; and the early 20th
century promise, emulating science, to present the facts objectively.

Contemporary British history plays, however, demonstrate different agendas for
history itself. Marxist plays illustrate a historical dialect leading to the emergence
of Communism. Oppositional history takes the point of view of the
disenfranchised, the defeated, or the oppressed. Social histories refocus attention
away from movers and shakers onto groups of small players. Feminist historians
expose the biases of a male dominated hegemony and confront the role of gender
in history. Deconstructionists debunk our confidence in historical metanarratives.
Postmodernism uses anachronism and stylistic eclecticism to emphasize parallels
in different historical periods or to relate historically defined metaphors and
rituals to modern experience. Both playwrights and critics confront the
implications of the idea that history is constructed and not simply found, and new
approaches to history demand innovations in the staging and structuring of plays.
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British drama since 1956 has been particularly innovative. This volume investigates how recent British
history plays reflect the methods and values of New History, in contrast to traditional biographical dramas
that depict the lives of great men of the past. More than 50 British playwrights are discussed, including John
Osborne, John Arden, Edward Bond, Robert Bolt, Pam Gems, Howard Brenton, Caryl Churchill, Howard
Barker, and Peter Shaffer. Historical drama consistently displays the sense of history prevalent when it was
written: a 17th century quest for precedent and analogy; the affirmation of cosmic order in the 18th century;
the Romantic search for manifestations of spiritual purpose; in Victorian times, a demonstration that humans
control events; and the early 20th century promise, emulating science, to present the facts objectively.

Contemporary British history plays, however, demonstrate different agendas for history itself. Marxist plays
illustrate a historical dialect leading to the emergence of Communism. Oppositional history takes the point of
view of the disenfranchised, the defeated, or the oppressed. Social histories refocus attention away from
movers and shakers onto groups of small players. Feminist historians expose the biases of a male dominated
hegemony and confront the role of gender in history. Deconstructionists debunk our confidence in historical
metanarratives. Postmodernism uses anachronism and stylistic eclecticism to emphasize parallels in different
historical periods or to relate historically defined metaphors and rituals to modern experience. Both
playwrights and critics confront the implications of the idea that history is constructed and not simply found,
and new approaches to history demand innovations in the staging and structuring of plays.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Contemporary British History Play is an efficient and thoughtful treatment of the manu uses post-war
playwrights have made of history. Palmer's solution to the problem of defining the genre is quite satisfying;
it is good to get beyond that silly debate and on to more substantial matters. Finally, since even seasoned
scholars are likely to encounter playwrights new to them here, perhaps some less visible writers will receive
critical attention."-Modern Drama
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About the Author

RICHARD H. PALMER is Professor of Theatre at the College of William and Mary, where he balances an
interest in theatre history and literature with practical work as a stage director and designer. His specialty in
theatre aesthetics encompasses topics ranging from stage lighting to dramatic theory. His previous books
include The Lightening Art (1994), Tragedy and Tragic Theory (Greenwood, 1992), and The Critics' Canon
(Greenwood, 1988).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Everett Barton:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Contemporary British History Play
(Contributions in Drama & Theatre Studies). All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mae Bushee:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Contemporary British History Play
(Contributions in Drama & Theatre Studies) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.



Ronald Griffin:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Contemporary British
History Play (Contributions in Drama & Theatre Studies) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.

Clyde King:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Contemporary British History Play (Contributions in Drama & Theatre Studies) we
can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
at this book The Contemporary British History Play (Contributions in Drama & Theatre Studies). You can
more appealing than now.
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