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The Oxford Handbook of Material Culture Studies introduces and reviews
current thinking in the interdisciplinary field of material culture studies. Drawing
together approaches from archaeology, anthropology, geography, and Science
and Technology Studies, through twenty-eight specially commissioned essays by
leading international researchers, the volume explores contemporary issues and
debates in a series of themed sections--Disciplinary Perspectives, Material
Practices, Objects and Humans, Landscapes and the Built Environment, and
Studying Particular Things. From Coca-Cola, chimpanzees, artworks, and
ceramics, to museums, cities, human bodies, and magical objects, the Handbook
is an essential resource for anyone with an interest in materiality and the place of
material objects in human social life, both past and present. A comprehensive
bibliography enhances its usefulness as a research tool.
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Editorial Review

Review
The extent and ambition of material-culture studies is marvellously revealed in this new handbook ... a
wonderfully rich resource ... this really is an impressive collection. William Whyte, English Historical
Review presents an impressive variety of ideas, and the conceptual implications of combining landscape
archaeology, cultural primatology, horticultural archaeology, and material geographies with what
archaeologists have traditionally thought of as material culture is deeply thought provoking and will have
tremendous results within the field. Danika Parikh, Archaeological Review from Cambridge

From the Back Cover

'On the evidence of this Handbook, material culture studies has resisted becoming reduced to a staid
academic discipline. In these essays, some assertive and combative, others reflective and inclusive, are found
instead a remarkable enthusiasm that transcends traditional academic boundaries and topics to try and stay at
the vanguard of intellectual debate. Whether through theories of exchange, or deposition, of art or
personhood, contributors to this book seek new horizons that can also create bridges between historical
disciplines such as archaeology and history with a whole range of social sciences such as anthropology and
geography. There is the feeling that this is the moment in which understanding material culture, something
central to humanity, its past and future, is being achieved at a level beyond anything that had previously been
imagined: through what this volume effectively reveals is a huge amount of new research, which is
complemented by a commitment to new thinking about the implications of this research. This is very
exciting stuff.' (Professor Daniel Miller,  UCL)'

'We don't just study things. We study with things, and create new things in the process. If ever proof were
needed, it lies in this monumental volume. Ranging across archaeology, anthropology, geography and
science and technology studies, its contributing authors have worked with all sorts of things to create a text
that not only places material culture studies on a secure footing, but will serve as a landmark for years to
come.' (Professor Tim Ingold, University of Aberdeen)

About the Author

Dan Hicks is Lecturer and Curator in Archaeology at the School of Archaeology and the Pitt Rivers
Museum at Oxford University.

Mary C. Beaudry is Professor of Archaeology and Anthropology at Boston University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elmira McGraw:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due



to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Oxford Handbook of
Material Culture Studies (Oxford Handbooks) to read.

Anthony Doucet:

The Oxford Handbook of Material Culture Studies (Oxford Handbooks) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Oxford
Handbook of Material Culture Studies (Oxford Handbooks) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Roger Lindsey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Oxford Handbook of Material
Culture Studies (Oxford Handbooks) why because the great cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Rachel Daniels:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Oxford Handbook of Material Culture
Studies (Oxford Handbooks).
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