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With the popularity of Pokemon still far from waning, Japanese animation,
known as anime to its fans, has a firm hold on American pop culture. However,
anime is much more than children's cartoons. It runs the gamut from historical
epics to sci-fi sexual thrillers. Often dismissed as fanciful entertainment, anime is
actually quite adept at portraying important social and cultural issues like
alienation, gender inequality, and teenage angst. This book investigates the ways
that anime presents these issues in an in-depth and sophisticated manner,
uncovering the identity conflicts, fears over rapid technological advancement,
and other key themes present in much of Japanese animation.
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With the popularity of Pokemon still far from waning, Japanese animation, known as anime to its fans, has a
firm hold on American pop culture. However, anime is much more than children's cartoons. It runs the gamut
from historical epics to sci-fi sexual thrillers. Often dismissed as fanciful entertainment, anime is actually
quite adept at portraying important social and cultural issues like alienation, gender inequality, and teenage
angst. This book investigates the ways that anime presents these issues in an in-depth and sophisticated
manner, uncovering the identity conflicts, fears over rapid technological advancement, and other key themes
present in much of Japanese animation.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Although packaged as a book for general readers, Anime: From Akira to Princess Mononoke is a dreary
academic study that showcases the clichés of "higher" criticism but tells the reader little about the art form.
The potentially interesting points that Susan Napier raises (e.g., Are characters with blond, pink, or purple
hair really perceived as Japanese?) are ignominiously buried in arcane jargon. And she too often discusses
other authors' theories instead of anime itself. In a section on Ranma 1/2, she refers to various books, but in a
footnote she cites only a single published interview with series creator Rumiko Takahashi. If Napier regards
the Ranma series as significant, why didn't she interview the artist?

The text is riddled with errors, which suggests that the author hasn't watched the films carefully. For
example, she cites a "brilliant" essay referring to the loss of all electrical power in Japan (a symbol of
"modernization under the patriarchal system") in episode 3 of Neon Genesis Evangelion. No blackout occurs
in this episode. In episode 6, however, all the electricity in Japan is requisitioned to power a superweapon.
From Akira to Princess Mononoke is the sort of book churned out by professors to satisfy publish-or-perish
rules. --Charles Solomon

Review

'This is a riveting and inspiring book. One that I have thoroughly enjoyed reading and from which I have
learned a great deal. As a source of concrete information about Japanese animation it is invaluable...On
publication it will be the only in-depth, sophisticated study of Japanese animation available in the English
language.' - Sharon Kinsella, Research Fellow in Japanese Studies, Cambridge University

'This book...is informative, well-written, insightful, and yet entertaining - an unusual combination. I
thoroughly enjoyed reading it...Napier's study...is both generous and critically insightful, based on a thorough
knowledge of most of the important genres of anime. I think that this tone of enthusiasm for the material,
combined with scholarly rigor, will make the book appealing to a wide audience.' - Sharalyn Orbaugh,
Associate Professor of Asian Studies, University of British Columbia

'...Anime from Akira to Princess Mononoke...provides an essential toe-dip into the tsunami of Eastern films
that have influenced modern blockbusters such as The Matrix series.' - The Times

About the Author
Susan J. Napier is Professor of Japanese Studies at Tufts University, USA. She is the author of four books,
including The Fantastic in Japanese Literature: The Subversion of Modernity and Anime from Akira to
Howl's Moving Castle .

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gina Gregg:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the



world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Anime from Akira to Princess
Mononoke: Experiencing Contemporary Japanese Animation. All type of book are you able to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Gregory Kim:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Anime from Akira to Princess Mononoke:
Experiencing Contemporary Japanese Animation it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out
of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Paul Smith:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of several books in the top list in your reading list is Anime from Akira to Princess Mononoke:
Experiencing Contemporary Japanese Animation. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Olive Griffin:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Anime from Akira to Princess Mononoke: Experiencing
Contemporary Japanese Animation can make you experience more interested to read.
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