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Featuring over 70 colour photos and illustrations, the book will explore the
Freemasons and their role in founding the United States and building
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that will allow the reader to visit places where important scenes in The Lost
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Editorial Review

About the Author
John Weber is the publisher at Welcome Rain. He edited The Tao Of Bada Bing: Words Of Wisdom From
The Sopranos with Chuck Kim, and The World According To Rummy. He has packaged or published
several bestsellers including A Monk Swimming by Malachy McCourt, Love Letters by Michelle Lovric. He
lives in Brooklyn, NY.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Finding the Lost Symbols in Washington, D.C.

The House of the Temple

Dan Brown opens The Lost Symbol in the Temple Room of the House of the Temple, with Dr. Christopher
Abaddon being raised to a 33rd-degree Mason, and returns there for its denouement.

Located at 1733 Sixteenth Street, N.W. (Sixteenth Street is referred to as "The Corridor of Light" by
Masons), the House of the Temple is headquarters for the Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World)
of the Inspectors General Knights Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty-third
Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction of the United
States of America. (Yes, there is also a Northern Jurisdiction, which has its headquarters at the National
Heritage Museum in Lexington, Massachusetts.)

Visitors (both Masons and non-Masons) are welcome and tours are conducted on the hour or half hour. The
hours of operat ion are in flux owing to the Dan Brown effect, so it's best to call before visiting: (202) 232-
3579. Photography is permitted -- and encouraged.

The name "House of the Temple" refers to the Temple of Solomon, the building that is central to Masonic
ritual and symbolism.

The cornerstone for the House of the Temple was laid in 1911 and the building was completed in 1915. It is
modeled after the Mausoleum of Halicarnasses, one of the original Seven Wonders of the World.

John Russell Pope was the architect for the House of the Temple. He subsequently designed the Jefferson
Memorial, the National Archives, and the National Gallery of Art.

A visitor must pass between two massive sphinxes to enter the front door, one with its eyes open (perhaps
representing thought, perception or engagement with the outer world) and one with its eyes closed (perhaps
suggesting meditation, contemplation or "soul-building"). Thirty-three columns -- each thirty-three feet high
-- surround the building. And there are thirty-three seats in the Temple Room.

The roof of the House of the Temple is an "unfinished" pyramid, consisting of thirteen steps. Although
difficult to see from the street, visitors to Washington, D.C., can view this pyramid "floating in the air"
looking south from Meridian Hill Park -- in the foreground of the Washington Monument.

The First Inauguration of George Washington, April 30, 1787 by John D. Melius



This painting and its companion, George Washington Laying the Cornerstone of the United States Capitol,
September 18, 1793, both reside in the George Washington Memorial Banquet Hall of the House of the
Temple.

The building in the background is Federal Hall, in New York City. After swearing the oath of office,
President Washington famously kissed the Holy Bible, which was on loan from the St. John's Lodge, also
located in New York.

The historical figures participating in the ceremony include quite a few prominent Freemasons. The twelve
men depicted are, left to right:

1. Frederick William von Steuben, a Mason, was an army officer and aide-de-camp to Frederick the Great
of Prussia. Von Steuben became a Major General during the Revolution and was known as the "drill master
of the Continental Army."

2. John Jay, right and in the foreground, then Secretary of State, later became a Supreme Court Justice.

3. John Adams was the first Vice President and became the second President of the United States.

4. Henry Lee, a Mason, was known as "Light Horse Harry Lee" because of his brilliant cavalry operations in
the Revolutionary War. He was also the father of General Robert E. Lee.

5. Robert R. Livingston, a Mason, was Chancellor of the State of New York and Grand Master of New
York Masons from 1784 to 1800. He is to Lee's right, by the railing.

6. Samuel Otis, Secretary of the Senate, holds the Bible from St. John's Lodge No. 1, New York City.

7. George Washington, a Mason, stands with his right hand placed on the Bible.

8. Morgan Lewis, a Mason, was Grand Marshall during this ceremony and later became a Major General in
the War of 1812. He was elected Grand Master of New York Masons in 1830.

9. Frederick A. C. Muhlenberg, a Mason, appears in a gold-colored coat. Born in Pennsylvania, he was
educated in Germany as a Lutheran clergyman and was the elected Speaker of the House of Representatives.

10. Arthur St. Clair, a Mason, is dressed in military uniform. He was born in Scotland and came to America
with the British Army in 1757 only to become a Major General in the Continental Army. At the time of the
inauguration, he was the Governor of the Northwest Territory.

11. George Clinton, next to St. Clair, was Governor of New York at the time of the inauguration.

12. Henry Knox, a Mason, was a close adviser to Washington and a Major General and Chief of Artillery in
the Revolutionary Army. He is to the far right in the painting and was Secretary of War at the time of
Washington's first inauguration.Copyright © 2009 by Sensei Publications, LLC

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rachel Robbins:

The book An Illustrated Guide to The Lost Symbol can give more knowledge and also the precise product



information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book An Illustrated Guide to
The Lost Symbol? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book An Illustrated Guide to The Lost
Symbol has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the
enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Rosa Crowe:

An Illustrated Guide to The Lost Symbol can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing An Illustrated Guide to The
Lost Symbol but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial considering.

Jon Estrada:

This An Illustrated Guide to The Lost Symbol is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having An Illustrated Guide
to The Lost Symbol in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Douglas Anderson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled
update of news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the An Illustrated Guide to The Lost Symbol when you essential it?
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