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Over the course of two decades, John Hargrove worked with 20 different whales
on two continents and at two of SeaWorld's U.S. facilities. For Hargrove,
becoming an orca trainer fulfilled a childhood dream. However, as his experience
with the whales deepened, Hargrove came to doubt that their needs could ever be
met in captivity. When two fellow trainers were killed by orcas in marine parks,
Hargrove decided that SeaWorld's wildly popular programs were both
detrimental to the whales and ultimately unsafe for trainers.

After leaving SeaWorld, Hargrove became one of the stars of the controversial
documentary Blackfish. The outcry over the treatment of SeaWorld's orca has
now expanded beyond the outlines sketched by the award-winning documentary,
with Hargrove contributing his expertise to an advocacy movement that is
convincing both federal and state governments to act.

In Beneath the Surface, Hargrove paints a compelling portrait of these highly
intelligent and social creatures, including his favorite whales Takara and her
mother Kasatka, two of the most dominant orcas in SeaWorld. And he includes
vibrant descriptions of the lives of orcas in the wild, contrasting their freedom in
the ocean with their lives in SeaWorld.

Hargrove's journey is one that humanity has just begun to take-toward the
realization that the relationship between the human and animal worlds must be
radically rethought.
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Over the course of two decades, John Hargrove worked with 20 different whales on two continents and at
two of SeaWorld's U.S. facilities. For Hargrove, becoming an orca trainer fulfilled a childhood dream.
However, as his experience with the whales deepened, Hargrove came to doubt that their needs could ever be
met in captivity. When two fellow trainers were killed by orcas in marine parks, Hargrove decided that
SeaWorld's wildly popular programs were both detrimental to the whales and ultimately unsafe for trainers.

After leaving SeaWorld, Hargrove became one of the stars of the controversial documentary Blackfish. The
outcry over the treatment of SeaWorld's orca has now expanded beyond the outlines sketched by the award-
winning documentary, with Hargrove contributing his expertise to an advocacy movement that is convincing
both federal and state governments to act.

In Beneath the Surface, Hargrove paints a compelling portrait of these highly intelligent and social creatures,
including his favorite whales Takara and her mother Kasatka, two of the most dominant orcas in SeaWorld.
And he includes vibrant descriptions of the lives of orcas in the wild, contrasting their freedom in the ocean
with their lives in SeaWorld.

Hargrove's journey is one that humanity has just begun to take-toward the realization that the relationship
between the human and animal worlds must be radically rethought.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This deeply personal look at the lives of whales in captivity will open your eyes and tug your heart. John
Hargrove's work as a senior trainer at SeaWorld made him understand how we need to rethink our
relationships with the animal world." --Walter Isaacson, author of "Steve Jobs" and "Einstein: His Life and
Universe
""The thin veneer of SeaWorld's fantasy that the orca are happy in their tanks is peeled back in this
mesmerizing and compelling book about Hargrove's work as a trainer and his journey to become one of the
few speaking out against the cruelty being conducted even to this day." --Ingrid N. Visser, researcher and
founder of the Orca Research Trust "Hargrove takes us inside his life as a former SeaWorld devotee, his 14
years as an orca trainer, and especially his deep respect and affection for the orcas he has worked with. No
short phrases can adequately summarize the personalities and idiosyncrasies of the 20 orcas he performed
with and cared for, but this book gives us great insight into their piercing intelligence and keen awareness.
Perhaps most interestingly, Hargrove reveals the complex emotional lives of the orcas he came to know, and
how they brought out his own feelings toward them."
---Howard Garrett, Director, The Orca Network

"It is with this same unique amalgam of "dread and wonderment" that Hargrove characterizes both his
longtime, high-ranking professional relationship with orca whales and his astonishment at how broken the
performance animal arena has become--particularly at SeaWorld... A shocking, aggressively written marine
park expose." --"Kirkus Reviews
"""Beneath the Surface" instantly grabs the reader's attention with a vivid description of an aggressive
incident between a captive orca and former SeaWorld trainer John Hargrove. Clearly there is still much to
reveal about the grim reality behind the 'glamorous' orca show. This firsthand account may be the final push
that ends the inhumane practice of keeping the world's largest marine predator and one of the most intelligent
and social mammals on the planet in concrete tanks." --Naomi A. Rose, Ph.D., Animal Welfare Institute
"This deeply personal look at the lives of whales in captivity will open your eyes and tug your heart. John
Hargrove's work as a senior trainer at SeaWorld made him understand how we need to rethink our
relationships with the animal world." --Walter Isaacson, author of "Steve Jobs" and "Einstein: His Life and
Universe"""
"In "Beneath the Surface, " John Hargrove flawlessly unravels the trainer's dilemma of loving an animal with
all your heart while working at a place that doesn't. It is as much a razor sharp indictment as it is a story of a
broken heart." --Gabriela Cowperthwaite, director, "Blackfish"
"A deeply honest personal account of a man's awakening from orca trainer to orca advocate as he learned the
painful truth about what lies beneath the surface of SeaWorld" --Lori Marino, Ph.D., Researcher and
Founder, The Kimmela Center for Animal Advocacy
"The thin veneer of SeaWorld's fantasy that the orca are happy in their tanks is peeled back in this
mesmerizing and compelling book about Hargrove's work as a trainer and his journey to become one of the
few speaking out against the cruelty being conducted even to this day." --Ingrid N. Visser, researcher and
founder of the Orca Research Trust "Hargrove takes us inside his life as a former SeaWorld devotee, his 14
years as an orca trainer, and especially his deep respect and affection for the orcas he has worked with. No
short phrases can adequately summarize the personalities and idiosyncrasies of the 20 orcas he performed
with and cared for, but this book gives us great insight into their piercing intelligence and keen awareness.
Perhaps most interestingly, Hargrove reveals the complex emotional lives of the orcas he came to know, and



how they brought out his own feelings toward them."
---Howard Garrett, Director, The Orca Network

Hargrove takes us inside his life as a former SeaWorld devotee, his 14 years as an orca trainer, and especially
his deep respect and affection for the orcas he has worked with. No short phrases can adequately summarize
the personalities and idiosyncrasies of the 20 orcas he performed with and cared for, but this book gives us
great insight into their piercing intelligence and keen awareness. Perhaps most interestingly, Hargrove
reveals the complex emotional lives of the orcas he came to know, and how they brought out his own
feelings toward them.

I highly recommend "Beneath the Surface" to readers of all ages, including those youngsters about whom
Hargrove writes, who want to be just like him when he trained orcas to perform stupid and unnatural tricks.
Hargrove is a very courageous man, and his book is open and honest and we should all thank him for taking
the time to write it.--Marc Bekoff "The Huffington Post "

A heart-tugging look at the lives of orca whales in captivity. "People"

I highly recommend "Beneath the Surface" to readers of all ages, including those youngsters about whom
Hargrove writes, who want to be just like him when he trained orcas to perform stupid and unnatural tricks.
Hargrove is a very courageous man, and his book is open and honest and we should all thank him for taking
the time to write it. Marc Bekoff, "The Huffington Post"

A story of both dread and wonderment... books such as this have the ability to shine a light into the inner
workings of corporate greed and redirect efforts from selling tickets to preserving, nurturing and enhancing
the orcas' lives. "The Huffington Post"

Elaborates on...[Blackfish's] claims but also testifies to the thrill of standing athwart four tons of muscle
rushing through the water at 30 miles an hour. And, equally, the nearly mystical experience of bonding with
an intelligence eerily similar to our own, yet ultimately unfathomable-and uncontrollable. "Smithsonian
Magazine"

As Hargrove's love for and knowledge of [orcas] increased, he gradually concluded that the work he was part
of at SeaWorld was harming them... Hargrove covers both the joy of his own experiences with orcas as well
as the case for why such interactions in captivity should end. "Scientific American"

How would you cope if you felt that your life work contributed to a cause in which you no longer
believed?...Blends natural history and corporate indictment into an emotional story about a man changing
sides in the argument over human domination of the animal world. "Booklist"

It is with this same unique amalgam of "dread and wonderment" that Hargrove characterizes both his
longtime, high-ranking professional relationship with orca whales and his astonishment at how broken the
performance animal arena has become--particularly at SeaWorld A shocking, aggressively written marine
park expose. "Kirkus Reviews"

"Beneath the Surface" instantly grabs the reader's attention with a vivid description of an aggressive incident
between a captive orca and former SeaWorld trainer John Hargrove. Clearly there is still much to reveal
about the grim reality behind the 'glamorous' orca show. This firsthand account may be the final push that
ends the inhumane practice of keeping the world's largest marine predator and one of the most intelligent and
social mammals on the planet in concrete tanks. "Naomi A. Rose, Ph.D., Animal Welfare Institute"



This deeply personal look at the lives of whales in captivity will open your eyes and tug your heart. John
Hargrove's work as a senior trainer at SeaWorld made him understand how we need to rethink our
relationships with the animal world. "Walter Isaacson, author of Steve Jobs and Einstein: His Life and
Universe"

In "Beneath the Surface, " John Hargrove flawlessly unravels the trainer's dilemma of loving an animal with
all your heart while working at a place that doesn't. It is as much a razor sharp indictment as it is a story of a
broken heart. "Gabriela Cowperthwaite, director, Blackfish"

A deeply honest personal account of a man's awakening from orca trainer to orca advocate as he learned the
painful truth about what lies beneath the surface of SeaWorld "Lori Marino, Ph.D., Researcher and Founder,
The Kimmela Center for Animal Advocacy"

The thin veneer of SeaWorld's fantasy that the orca are happy in their tanks is peeled back in this
mesmerizing and compelling book about Hargrove's work as a trainer and his journey to become one of the
few speaking out against the cruelty being conducted even to this day. "Ingrid N. Visser, researcher and
founder of the Orca Research Trust"

Hargrove takes us inside his life as a former SeaWorld devotee, his 14 years as an orca trainer, and especially
his deep respect and affection for the orcas he has worked with. No short phrases can adequately summarize
the personalities and idiosyncrasies of the 20 orcas he performed with and cared for, but this book gives us
great insight into their piercing intelligence and keen awareness. Perhaps most interestingly, Hargrove
reveals the complex emotional lives of the orcas he came to know, and how they brought out his own
feelings toward them. "Howard Garrett, Director, The Orca Network"

Details the disturbing practices SeaWorld has become known for...Hargrove is careful to emphasize that his
bond with the captive whales he spent years interacting with was real and powerful, even 'some of the
deepest and most magnificent relationships I've had in my life.' "The Dodo"

[Hargrove has] delved deeper into the ethical issues surrounding orca captivity, convincingly making the
case that these intelligent, sentient animals can only be free in the wild. "Nature World News"

"""Eye opening... a story of personal discovery, ambition, broken dreams, and hope for a better future for
animals that are complex beyond our understanding, YET like humans in many ways" Helen Bailey, A Wild
Life"

About the Author

JOHN HARGROVE has 14 years' experience as a killer whale trainer. His experience spans both SeaWorld
of California and SeaWorld of Texas where he was promoted to the highest ranking Senior Trainer. John
also has an international reputation, having been a Supervisor with MarineLand in the south of France. He
resigned his position with SeaWorld in August 2012 and currently resides in New York City.

HOWARD CHUA-EOAN was News Director of TIME magazine from 2000 to 2013; he is now a Deputy
Managing Editor at Bloomberg Businessweek.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



April Little:

This Beneath the Surface: Killer Whales, SeaWorld, and the Truth Beyond Blackfish tend to be reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Beneath the Surface:
Killer Whales, SeaWorld, and the Truth Beyond Blackfish can be one of many great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that might be will
shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Beneath the Surface: Killer Whales,
SeaWorld, and the Truth Beyond Blackfish giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Ashley Paul:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Beneath the Surface: Killer Whales, SeaWorld, and the Truth
Beyond Blackfish can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Clyde Okane:

Beneath the Surface: Killer Whales, SeaWorld, and the Truth Beyond Blackfish can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Beneath the Surface: Killer Whales, SeaWorld, and the Truth Beyond Blackfish although doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Heather Vazquez:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to your account is Beneath the Surface: Killer Whales, SeaWorld, and the Truth
Beyond Blackfish this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.
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