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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Sure to be widely discussed, this is the autobiography of Florida attorney Ragano who convinced himself
that mafia chieftain Santo Trafficante and his New Orleans colleague Carlos Marcello were not such bad
guys. Ragano was Trafficante and Marcello's lawyer for decades and through them met another client, union
leader Jimmy Hoffa, whom he represented for 15 years. The story, which profits from the smooth style of
New York Times crime reporter Raab, has less impact as an account of a man who woke up too late than for
its revelations about significant events of our time. According to Ragano, Hoffa was killed because his
successor as Teamster president, Frank Fitzsimmons, was easier for the mob to control. And he claims that
Trafficante on his deathbed muttered, "We shouldn't have killed Giovanni. We should've killed Bobby"--a
statement that's sure to feed the fire of those who believe that JFK was assassinated by the mafia. Ragano,
who maintains here that he was the victim of persecution, was imprisoned for tax evasion in April of 1993,
sentenced to serve "no more than one year." Photos not seen by PW .
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Ragano was attorney to Florida mobster Santo Trafficante as well as one of Jimmy Hoffa's personal lawyers.
He devotes the earlier part of his book to detailing his starry-eyed admiration of Trafficante, whose activities
in Florida centered around the widely accepted game of bolita. Ragano gradually became aware of
Trafficante's wider mob activities and affiliations, but by then his loyalty had been secured. He tells of his
boss's success with Havana casinos, Trafficante's near execution when Castro took over, and his mysterious
escape back to Miami. Alternating between first-person and omniscient points of view, Ragano also writes of
defending Jimmy Hoffa on fraud charges; his awareness of the conflict between Hoffa, the mob, and the
Kennedys; and his unwitting role in the alleged conspiracy to assassinate JFK. He offers detailed accounts of
Hoffa's last day as well as a plot to murder Castro. As Ragano drops names (e.g., the obligatory Sinatra
story) and juicy tidbits of gossip, the narrative takes on a decidedly tabloid tone. The book is a quick read,
and there's no denying its fascination, but one is left feeling slightly soiled and doubting Ragano's veracity on
certain key points. For popular true crime collections. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 12/93.
- Ben Harrison, East Orange
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
This account of his legal career defending heavyweights such as mob chieftain Santo Trafficante and labor
boss Jimmy Hoffa is Ragano's own mea culpa, a confession of sins in representing some of the most
notorious people of the last 30 years. Introduced to the low-key Trafficante in one of the don's Cuban casinos
in the days before Castro's revolution, Ragano became enamored of the high-flying, big-money Mafia life;
he quickly became a Trafficante confidante, and the boss introduced him to fiery Teamsters Union president
Hoffa, easily the most magnetic character in the book. The most fascinating section of the book is before and
after the assassination of JFK, seen by the mobsters as a traitor whom they had helped get elected. After the
"hit" on the president, Ragano watched uneasily as Trafficante and Hoffa raised their glasses in celebration
of effectively ridding themselves of the pesky Bobby Kennedy through his brother's murder. Ragano became
more disillusioned during his own legal troubles, later, when Trafficante shunned him and his wife was spied
on by the FBI. Effective at allowing the reader to see both the glamorous and the terrible down sides of
organized crime. Joe Collins
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beatrice Flanagan:

The knowledge that you get from Mob Lawyer: Including the Inside Account of Who Killed Jimmy Hoffa
and JFK may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Mob Lawyer: Including the Inside
Account of Who Killed Jimmy Hoffa and JFK giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy
to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having this Mob Lawyer: Including the Inside Account of Who Killed Jimmy Hoffa and JFK instantly.

Alice Rodriguez:

The publication untitled Mob Lawyer: Including the Inside Account of Who Killed Jimmy Hoffa and JFK is
the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Mob Lawyer: Including the Inside Account
of Who Killed Jimmy Hoffa and JFK from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Kathryn Hill:

Beside that Mob Lawyer: Including the Inside Account of Who Killed Jimmy Hoffa and JFK in your phone,
it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Mob Lawyer: Including the Inside Account of Who Killed Jimmy Hoffa and
JFK because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Emily Ferrell:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Mob Lawyer: Including the Inside Account of
Who Killed Jimmy Hoffa and JFK can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Mob Lawyer:
Including the Inside Account of Who Killed Jimmy Hoffa and JFK.
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