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In the wake of the attack on the offices of Charlie Hebdo in Paris on 7 January
2015, millions took to the streets to demonstrate their revulsion, expressing a
desire to reaffirm the ideals of the French Republic: liberté, égalité, fraternité.
But who were the millions of demonstrators who were suddenly united under the
single cry of ‘Je suis Charlie’?

In this probing new book, Emmanuel Todd investigates the cartography and
sociology of the three to four million who marched in Paris and across France
and draws some unsettling conclusions. For while they claimed to support liberal,
republican values, the real middle classes who marched on that day of indignant
protest also had a quite different programme in mind, one that was far removed
from their proclaimed ideal. Their deep values were in fact more reminiscent of
the most depressing aspects of France’s national history: conservatism,
selfishness, domination and inequality.

By identifying the anthropological, religious, economic and political forces that
brought France to the edge of the abyss, Todd reveals the real dangers posed to
all western societies when the interests of privileged middle classes work against
marginalised and immigrant groups. Should we really continue to mistreat young
people, force the children of immigrants to live on the outskirts of our cities,
consign the poorer classes to the remoter parts of the country, demonise Islam,
and allow the growth of an ever more menacing anti-Semitism? While asking
uncomfortable questions and offering no easy solutions, Todd points to the
difficult and uncertain path that might lead to an accommodation with Islam
rather than a deepening and divisive confrontation.
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In the wake of the attack on the offices of Charlie Hebdo in Paris on 7 January 2015, millions took to the
streets to demonstrate their revulsion, expressing a desire to reaffirm the ideals of the French Republic:
liberté, égalité, fraternité. But who were the millions of demonstrators who were suddenly united under the
single cry of ‘Je suis Charlie’?

In this probing new book, Emmanuel Todd investigates the cartography and sociology of the three to four
million who marched in Paris and across France and draws some unsettling conclusions. For while they
claimed to support liberal, republican values, the real middle classes who marched on that day of indignant
protest also had a quite different programme in mind, one that was far removed from their proclaimed ideal.
Their deep values were in fact more reminiscent of the most depressing aspects of France’s national history:
conservatism, selfishness, domination and inequality.

By identifying the anthropological, religious, economic and political forces that brought France to the edge
of the abyss, Todd reveals the real dangers posed to all western societies when the interests of privileged
middle classes work against marginalised and immigrant groups. Should we really continue to mistreat
young people, force the children of immigrants to live on the outskirts of our cities, consign the poorer
classes to the remoter parts of the country, demonise Islam, and allow the growth of an ever more menacing
anti-Semitism? While asking uncomfortable questions and offering no easy solutions, Todd points to the
difficult and uncertain path that might lead to an accommodation with Islam rather than a deepening and
divisive confrontation.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Perceptive and chilling"
London Review of Books

About the Author
Emmanuel Todd is an historian and sociologist at the National Institute of Demographic Studies (INED),
Paris.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Schulz:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Who is Charlie?: Xenophobia
and the New Middle Class to read.

Thelma Olivares:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book Who is Charlie?: Xenophobia and the New Middle Class it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features
high quality.

Jesus Gates:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Who is Charlie?: Xenophobia
and the New Middle Class that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or



woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick Who is Charlie?: Xenophobia and the New Middle Class
become your personal starter.

Terry Myers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you also know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with
regards to something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is
niagra Who is Charlie?: Xenophobia and the New Middle Class.
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