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In the era of Kennedy and Khrushchev, power was expressed in terms of nuclear
missiles, industrial capacity, numbers of men under arms, and tanks lined up
ready to cross the plains of Eastern Europe. By 2010, none of these factors confer
power in the same way: industrial capacity seems an almost Victorian virtue, and
cyber threats are wielded by non-state actors. Politics changed, and the nature of
power—defined as the ability to affect others to obtain the outcomes you
want—had changed dramatically. Power is not static; its story is of shifts and
innovations, technologies and relationships.

Joseph Nye is a long-time analyst of power and a hands-on practitioner in
government. Many of his ideas have been at the heart of recent debates over the
role America should play in the world: his concept of "soft power" has been
adopted by leaders from Britain to China; "smart power” has been adopted as the
bumper-sticker for the Obama Administration's foreign policy. This book is the
summation of his work, as relevant to general readers as to foreign policy
specialists. It is a vivid narrative that delves behind the elusive faces of power to
discover its enduring nature in the cyber age.
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In the era of Kennedy and Khrushchev, power was expressed in terms of nuclear missiles, industrial
capacity, numbers of men under arms, and tanks lined up ready to cross the plains of Eastern Europe. By
2010, none of these factors confer power in the same way: industrial capacity seems an almost Victorian
virtue, and cyber threats are wielded by non-state actors. Politics changed, and the nature of power—defined
as the ability to affect others to obtain the outcomes you want—had changed dramatically. Power is not
static; its story is of shifts and innovations, technologies and relationships.

Joseph Nye is a long-time analyst of power and a hands-on practitioner in government. Many of his ideas
have been at the heart of recent debates over the role America should play in the world: his concept of "soft
power" has been adopted by leaders from Britain to China; "smart power” has been adopted as the bumper-
sticker for the Obama Administration's foreign policy. This book is the summation of his work, as relevant to
general readers as to foreign policy specialists. It is a vivid narrative that delves behind the elusive faces of
power to discover its enduring nature in the cyber age.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Harvard professor Nye, who served in the state and defense departments of the Carter and Clinton
administrations, respectively, was among the first to promulgate the notion of soft power and, subsequently,
smart power?a concept the Obama administration seems to have fully embraced. But here Nye gives ?smart
power? far more depth and nuance than merely marrying force and persuasion. Rather, it involves setting
clear and manageable objectives, understanding the resources available within dynamic circumstances,
understanding the sensibilities of the targets of a country?s objectives, choosing among ?power strategies,?
and anticipating the success of those strategies. If the book sounds wonky, it is. But Nye brings specific
historical examples to give life to his far-ranging understanding of power, and he realistically sets his book
amid the complex dynamics of the world?s geopolitical players. Given Nye?s prominence in the diplomatic
community, this volume is likely to attract considerable attention. --Alan Moores

Review
"(E)xcellent...Nye offers an illuminating distillation of the power relationships shaping a world in which the
state with the best military can lose to the adversary with the better story." --The Financial Times "As power
moves from west to east and from the palaces of dictators to the street, it is not just the identities of power
brokers that are changing: so is the very meaning of power. No one is better placed to explain these trends
than the scholar-statesman Joe Nye... The Future of Power contains important essays on both 'cyber power'
and 'American decline', but what is most useful is Nye's subtle exegesis of the mechanics of more
conventional forms of power." --The New Statesman "A concise, forceful statement of what Nye refers to as
the liberal realist position in the US academy and in US politics... (which) paints a plausible scenario for the
continuance of the US at the heart of the international system." --Times Higher Education Supplement
"(W)hile the British generally take a wary attitude to international gurus, it is worth bearing in mind that
what Nye... think(s) today has a habit of becoming the global consensus tomorrow. --Mary Dejevsky, The
Independent"

About the Author

Joseph S. Nye, Jr. is University Distinguished Professor and former Dean of Harvard's Kennedy School of
Government. He has served as assistant secretary of defense for international security affairs, chair of the
National Intelligence Council, and a deputy under secretary of state. The author of many books, he is a
fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the British Academy, and the American Academy of
Diplomacy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the guide untitled The Future of Power can be very good book to read. May be it

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


could be best activity to you.

Pamela Brock:

This The Future of Power is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who
else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
details accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Future of
Power in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Glenna Monaghan:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and The Future of Power or maybe others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to put
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Future of Power to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Ricardo Hayward:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the The Future of Power when you necessary it?
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