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The illusion that ethnography is a matter of sorting strange and irregular facts
into familiar and orderly categories?this is magic, that is technology?has long
since been exploded. What it is instead, however, is less clear. That it might be a
kind of writing, putting things to paper, has now and then occurred to those
engaged in producing it, consuming it, or both. But the examination of it as such
has been impeded by several considerations, none of them very reasonable. One
of these, especially weighty among the producers, has been simply that it is an
unanthropological sort of thing to do. What a proper ethnographer ought properly
to be doing is going out to places, coming back with information about how
people live there, and making that information available to the professional
community in practical form, not lounging about in libraries reflecting on literary
questions. Excessive concern, which in practice usually means any concern at all,
with how ethnographic texts are constructed seems like an unhealthy self-
absorption?time wasting at best, hypochondriacal at worst. The advantage of
shifting at least part of our attention from the fascinations of field work, which
have held us so long in thrall, to those of writing is not only that this difficulty
will become more clearly understood, but also that we shall learn to read with a
more percipient eye. A hundred and fifteen years (if we date our profession, as
conventionally, from Tylor) of asseverational prose and literary innocence is long
enough.
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clear. That it might be a kind of writing, putting things to paper, has now and then occurred to those engaged
in producing it, consuming it, or both. But the examination of it as such has been impeded by several
considerations, none of them very reasonable. One of these, especially weighty among the producers, has
been simply that it is an unanthropological sort of thing to do. What a proper ethnographer ought properly to
be doing is going out to places, coming back with information about how people live there, and making that
information available to the professional community in practical form, not lounging about in libraries
reflecting on literary questions. Excessive concern, which in practice usually means any concern at all, with
how ethnographic texts are constructed seems like an unhealthy self-absorption?time wasting at best,
hypochondriacal at worst. The advantage of shifting at least part of our attention from the fascinations of
field work, which have held us so long in thrall, to those of writing is not only that this difficulty will become
more clearly understood, but also that we shall learn to read with a more percipient eye. A hundred and
fifteen years (if we date our profession, as conventionally, from Tylor) of asseverational prose and literary
innocence is long enough.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Noted anthropologist Clifford Geertz analyzes the writings of anthropologists, specifically ethnographers.
What makes a reader take an account seriously, he argues, is the ability of the researcher to capture on paper
the experience of having been to a place, not just his ability to report facts. Geertz compares the literary
styles of Claude Levi-Strauss, Edward Evans-Pritchard and Bronislaw Malinowski, among others, and calls
upon present-day ethnographers to enliven and substantiate their work by paying attention not only to what
they write, but how they write as well. Work and Lives won a National Book Critics Circle Award in 1988.

From Library Journal
In this groundbreaking study, noted anthropologist Geertz focuses on the writing of anthropologists,
specifically enthnographers. He argues that what makes readers take an account of field work seriously is not
simply the recounting of facts but the ability to capture on paper the experience of having "been there." As
exemplars, Geertz analyzes the unique and decidedly different literary approaches of Claude Levi-Strauss,
Edward Evan Evans-Pritchard, Bronislaw Malinowski, and Ruth Benedict. Geertz calls upon ethnographers
today not only to document their findings but to revitalize their field by paying attention to the crucial role of
how they write. An engrossing work for scholars and graduate students.Joan W. Gartland, Detroit P.L.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
An engrossing work for scholars and graduate students. -- Library Journal, Joan W. Gartland

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gloria Duncan:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Works and Lives: The Anthropologist as Author, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Thanh Johnson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Works and Lives: The Anthropologist
as Author or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-



book, any other book likes Works and Lives: The Anthropologist as Author to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Floyd Alling:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Works and
Lives: The Anthropologist as Author.

Amy Joshi:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Works and Lives: The Anthropologist as Author when you essential it?
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