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In modern times, various Jewish groups have argued whether Jewishness is a
function of ethnicity, of nationality, of religion, or of all three. These
fundamental conceptions were already in place in antiquity. The peculiar
combination of ethnicity, nationality, and religion that would characterize
Jewishness through the centuries first took shape in the second century B.C.E.
This brilliantly argued, accessible book unravels one of the most complex issues
of late antiquity by showing how these elements were understood and applied in
the construction of Jewish identity—by Jews, by gentiles, and by the state.

Beginning with the intriguing case of Herod the Great's Jewishness, Cohen
moves on to discuss what made or did not make Jewish identity during the
period, the question of conversion, the prohibition of intermarriage, matrilineal
descent, and the place of the convert in the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds. His
superb study is unique in that it draws on a wide range of sources: Jewish
literature written in Greek, classical sources, and rabbinic texts, both ancient and
medieval. It also features a detailed discussion of many of the central rabbinic
texts dealing with conversion to Judaism.
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In modern times, various Jewish groups have argued whether Jewishness is a function of ethnicity, of
nationality, of religion, or of all three. These fundamental conceptions were already in place in antiquity. The
peculiar combination of ethnicity, nationality, and religion that would characterize Jewishness through the
centuries first took shape in the second century B.C.E. This brilliantly argued, accessible book unravels one
of the most complex issues of late antiquity by showing how these elements were understood and applied in
the construction of Jewish identity—by Jews, by gentiles, and by the state.

Beginning with the intriguing case of Herod the Great's Jewishness, Cohen moves on to discuss what made
or did not make Jewish identity during the period, the question of conversion, the prohibition of
intermarriage, matrilineal descent, and the place of the convert in the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds. His
superb study is unique in that it draws on a wide range of sources: Jewish literature written in Greek,
classical sources, and rabbinic texts, both ancient and medieval. It also features a detailed discussion of many
of the central rabbinic texts dealing with conversion to Judaism.
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Editorial Review

Review
"One of the greatest strengths of Cohen's erudite book is that he is willing to acknowledge that many parts of
his argument are open to challenge. While some might be overwhelmed by the sheer volume, this reviewer
thinks he has done a great service in collecting an immense amount of relevant data, allowing readers to
weigh the evidence for themselves and draw their own conclusions. . . . Cohen's book is the most
comprehensive study to date on the question of Jewish identity in antiquity."--J. S. Kaminsky, "Choice"

About the Author

Shaye J. D. Cohen is Ungerleider Professor of Judaic Studies and Professor of Religious Studies at Brown
University. His earlier books include Josephus in Galilee and Rome: His Vita and Development as a
Historian (1979) and From the Maccabees to the Mishnah: A Profile of Judaism (1987).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Desmond Gorman:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The
Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society)? Maybe it
is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Dewayne Campbell:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Beginnings of Jewishness:
Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open
or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Bruce Butera:

This The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain
by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is



getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Beginnings of
Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) without we know teach
the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Beginnings of
Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) can bring once you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even telephone. This The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic
Culture and Society) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Alberto Turcotte:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The Beginnings of Jewishness:
Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) giving you yet another experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?
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