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In this study of the English language asit is spelled in America, D. W.
Cummings demonstrates that behind the apparent disorder of spelling in
American English lies a self-regulating and self-reorganizing system that is
responsive to four kinds of imperative: phonetic, semantic, etymological, and
systemic. Cummings offers a systematic theory of orthography and applies this
theory to the American English vocabulary with numerous examples. Cummings
also describes the explication of written words into their elements, particles, and
processes, and he sets out the tactical and procedural rules that control the
distribution and sequencing of vowels and consonants. In the largest section of
the book, he provides an exhaustive description of the major and minor
correspondences between the sounds of American English words and their
spellings. An essentia reference work, American English Spelling moves beyond
questions of how words are spelled to an understanding of why they are spelled as
they are.
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In this study of the English language asit is spelled in America, D. W. Cummings demonstrates that behind
the apparent disorder of spelling in American English lies a self-regulating and self-reorganizing system that
is responsive to four kinds of imperative: phonetic, semantic, etymological, and systemic. Cummings offers a
systematic theory of orthography and applies this theory to the American English vocabulary with numerous
examples. Cummings al so describes the explication of written words into their elements, particles, and
processes, and he sets out the tactical and procedural rules that control the distribution and sequencing of
vowels and consonants. In the largest section of the book, he provides an exhaustive description of the major
and minor correspondences between the sounds of American English words and their spellings. An essential
reference work, American English Spelling moves beyond guestions of how words are spelled to an
understanding of why they are spelled as they are.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Until now we have had no work like this. In prose that is a pleasure to read, Cummings reveals order in a
seemingly chaotic domain, an accomplishment that is surely the essence of humanistic and scientific
scholarship.”--Charles Read

About the Author

D. W. Cummings isemeritus professor of English at Central Washington University. He can be contacted
through his website, www.dwcummings.com.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tracy McCulloch:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This American English Spelling: An Informal
Description is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Edna K opec:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou
can observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is American English Spelling: An Informal Description this publication consist alot of
the information on the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. That iswhy this book ideal all of you.

Byron Sierra:

Isit an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This American English Spelling: An Informal
Description can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?



Edward Donnelly:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book American English Spelling: An Informal Description was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book American English Spelling: An
Informal Description has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are

make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your
needs and try to like reading this.
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