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Written in the same accessible manner as previous editions, the fifth edition of
Karch’s Pathology of Drug Abuse is an essential guide to the pathology,
toxicology, and pharmacology of commonly abused drugs. The book focuses on
the investigation of drug-related deaths, practical approaches to the detection of
drug abuse, and discussions of medical complications associated with each of the
abused drugs.

The Fifth Edition Now Features:

Completely revised with hundreds of pages of wholly new coverage●

Extensive discussion of new synthetic cannabinoids and cathinone derivatives●

Expanded coverage of the functional and molecular pharmacology of cocaine●

and myocardial remodeling
Expanded discussion of deaths related to prescription medications●

Detailed suggestions on the interpretation of postmortem drug measurements●

Many new high resolution full-color photomicrographs●

Additional, helpful new appendices on standard reference values●

Separate chapters are devoted to cocaine, naturally occurring stimulants,
synthetic stimulants, hallucinogens, narcotics, anabolic steroids, disassociative
anesthetics, solvent abuse, and marijuana. The book also offers detailed
information on the origins, history, and production techniques used to make
many of these drugs. Updated, revised, and newly illustrated, Karch’s Pathology
of Drug Abuse, Fifth Edition is a must-have reference for research and practice
related to drug abuse.

Steven B. Karch also discusses the book in a video on the CRC Press YouTube
channel.
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Written in the same accessible manner as previous editions, the fifth edition of Karch’s Pathology of Drug
Abuse is an essential guide to the pathology, toxicology, and pharmacology of commonly abused drugs. The
book focuses on the investigation of drug-related deaths, practical approaches to the detection of drug abuse,
and discussions of medical complications associated with each of the abused drugs.

The Fifth Edition Now Features:

Completely revised with hundreds of pages of wholly new coverage●

Extensive discussion of new synthetic cannabinoids and cathinone derivatives●

Expanded coverage of the functional and molecular pharmacology of cocaine and myocardial remodeling●

Expanded discussion of deaths related to prescription medications●

Detailed suggestions on the interpretation of postmortem drug measurements●

Many new high resolution full-color photomicrographs●

Additional, helpful new appendices on standard reference values●

Separate chapters are devoted to cocaine, naturally occurring stimulants, synthetic stimulants, hallucinogens,
narcotics, anabolic steroids, disassociative anesthetics, solvent abuse, and marijuana. The book also offers
detailed information on the origins, history, and production techniques used to make many of these drugs.
Updated, revised, and newly illustrated, Karch’s Pathology of Drug Abuse, Fifth Edition is a must-have
reference for research and practice related to drug abuse.

Steven B. Karch also discusses the book in a video on the CRC Press YouTube channel.
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Editorial Review

Review

"It is easy today for physicians to become technicians rather than professionals. A technician knows how to
respond to a problem. The professional has the depth of knowledge that brings real understanding to a
problem. This book presents a comprehensive view of each subject that it discusses. Dr. Karch's book is a
book for professionals."
?Journal of Forensic Science

About the Author

Steven B. Karch, MD, received his medical degree from Tulane University in New Orleans and did
postgraduate training in neuropathology at The Royal London Hospital and in cardiac pathology at Stanford
University. He is a fellow of the Faculty of Forensic and Legal Medicine of the Royal College of Physicians
of London and a fellow of the Forensic Science Society. He has also been active in The Royal Society of
Medicine since his election as a Wellcome fellow in 1972. He is the author of nearly 100 papers and book
chapters, most relating to the effects of drug abuse on the heart. He has also published 12 books and is an
associate editor for the Journal of Cardiovascular Toxicology.

Olaf H. Drummer, PhD, is deputy director of academic programs at the Victorian Institute of Forensic
Medicine as well as professor and head of the Department of Forensic Medicine at Monash University. He
earned his PhD in pharmacology from Melbourne University. He has been involved in the analysis and
interpretation of the biological effects of drugs and poisons for nearly 40 years, and lectures widely on these
subjects. He is a member of numerous professional societies and has published more than 200 peer-reviewed
scientific papers in journals as well as many other reports, book chapters, and encyclopedia articles. He is the
main author of The Forensic Pharmacology of Drugs of Abuse and the editor for drugs and toxicology
submissions for the journal Forensic Science International.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amanda Despain:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Karch's Pathology of Drug Abuse, Fifth Edition.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
Karch's Pathology of Drug Abuse, Fifth Edition. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.



Jeremy Turner:

The ability that you get from Karch's Pathology of Drug Abuse, Fifth Edition is the more deep you searching
the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Karch's Pathology of Drug Abuse, Fifth Edition giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this Karch's Pathology of Drug Abuse, Fifth Edition
instantly.

Alta Favors:

Exactly why? Because this Karch's Pathology of Drug Abuse, Fifth Edition is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Jennifer Bell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these
claims Karch's Pathology of Drug Abuse, Fifth Edition.
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