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This work chronicles the history of the Golden Age of American penmanship and
calligraphy. The author guides the reader through the lives and careers of some of
the most important American penmen, including Platt Rogers Spencer, the Father
of American Handwriting, and Spencer's gifted student, George A. Gaskell,
whose books and periodicals reached hundreds of thousands of students
throughout the second half of the 1800s. Paul Melzer, the editor of this work,
added more than 400 examples taken from original specimens to handsomely
illustrate Henning's manuscript.
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This work chronicles the history of the Golden Age of American penmanship and calligraphy. The author
guides the reader through the lives and careers of some of the most important American penmen, including
Platt Rogers Spencer, the Father of American Handwriting, and Spencer's gifted student, George A. Gaskell,
whose books and periodicals reached hundreds of thousands of students throughout the second half of the
1800s. Paul Melzer, the editor of this work, added more than 400 examples taken from original specimens to
handsomely illustrate Henning's manuscript.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The period from 1850 to 1925 saw a flowering of American penmanship. In addition to itinerant writing
masters, there were hundreds of private business schools, all of which taught penmanship (before the
typewriter was invented). Periodicals such as The Western Penman were devoted to the subject, and expert
calligraphers produced textbooks and copybooks for students. Even today, books on Spencerian calligraphy
and on the Palmer method are being published (e.g., Michael Sull's Spencerian Script and Ornamental
Penmanship). The present work details this period in history, devoting a chapter to each of seven experts
(including Spencer and Palmer) and mentioning the work of 40 others. The text conveys the author's
enthusiasm for the subject; Henning's father was himself once an editor of The American Penman and is one
of the book's main subjects. Published posthumously (Henning died in 1996), this book was edited by rare
book dealer and autograph collector Paul Melzer. The text is very readable, and the more than 450
illustrations are well chosen. Complementing Tamara Plakins Thornton's Handwriting in America: A
Cultural History, this work is excellent for collections on the letter arts or on the history of education in
America. Margarete Gross, Chicago P.L.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Shepard:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book An Elegant Hand: The
Golden Age of American Penmanship and Calligraphy. All type of book could you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Ryan Moore:

The e-book untitled An Elegant Hand: The Golden Age of American Penmanship and Calligraphy is the
guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of An
Elegant Hand: The Golden Age of American Penmanship and Calligraphy from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.



Pandora Rice:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. An Elegant Hand: The Golden Age of American Penmanship and
Calligraphy can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time
problems.

Elda Ornelas:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the An Elegant Hand: The Golden Age of American Penmanship and Calligraphy when you
desired it?
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