
A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization,
Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period of
National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979
(Modern Intellectual and Political History of
the Middle East)

By Peyman Vahabzadeh

A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai
Period of National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual and
Political History of the Middle East) By Peyman Vahabzadeh

Emerging in the early 1970s, the Organization of Iranian People’s Fadai
Guerrillas (OIPFG) became one of the most important secular left political
organizations of Iran. Despite their lasting influence and the ways in which their
efforts helped to shape the history of Iran for decades to come, little is known
about the group. A Guerrilla Odyssey presents the first comprehensive
examination of the rise and fall of the Fadai urban guerrilla movement in Iran.
Based on the exhaustive analysis of the published and unpublished works of the
Fadai, as well archival material, and interviews with activists, the author
demonstrates historically and sociologically the conditions that surrounded the
debut and demise of urban guerrilla warfare that defined a decade of Iranian
political life in the 1970s. Vahabzadeh offers a critique of various aspects of the
Fadai’s theories of national liberation in an attempt to reconsider the painful
relationship between modernization, secularism, and democracy in contemporary
Iran. The author also makes a compelling case to explain why older,
revolutionary social movements of the 1960s and 1970s have transformed into
the democratic, new social movements that emerged from the 1980s onwards, in
the form of today’s women’s, student, and youth movements in Iran. A Guerilla
Odyssey is a meticulous researched, engrossing narrative promising to be major
contribution to the field of Iranian history.
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Emerging in the early 1970s, the Organization of Iranian People’s Fadai Guerrillas (OIPFG) became one of
the most important secular left political organizations of Iran. Despite their lasting influence and the ways in
which their efforts helped to shape the history of Iran for decades to come, little is known about the group. A
Guerrilla Odyssey presents the first comprehensive examination of the rise and fall of the Fadai urban
guerrilla movement in Iran.
Based on the exhaustive analysis of the published and unpublished works of the Fadai, as well archival
material, and interviews with activists, the author demonstrates historically and sociologically the conditions
that surrounded the debut and demise of urban guerrilla warfare that defined a decade of Iranian political life
in the 1970s. Vahabzadeh offers a critique of various aspects of the Fadai’s theories of national liberation in
an attempt to reconsider the painful relationship between modernization, secularism, and democracy in
contemporary Iran. The author also makes a compelling case to explain why older, revolutionary social
movements of the 1960s and 1970s have transformed into the democratic, new social movements that
emerged from the 1980s onwards, in the form of today’s women’s, student, and youth movements in Iran. A
Guerilla Odyssey is a meticulous researched, engrossing narrative promising to be major contribution to the
field of Iranian history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Peyman Vahabzadeh is assistant professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Victoria,
British Columbia. He is the author of Articulated Experience: Toward a Radical Phenomenology of
Contemporary Social Movements.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

The event that you get from A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period
of National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) will
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization,
Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period of National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual
and Political History of the Middle East) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and
Fadai Period of National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the
Middle East) instantly.

Christopher Mills:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism,
Democracy, and Fadai Period of National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual and Political
History of the Middle East) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jesse Harrison:

You can get this A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period of National
Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on



your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.

Michael Dennison:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism,
Democracy, and Fadai Period of National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual and Political
History of the Middle East) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A
Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and Fadai Period of National Liberation in Iran,
1971-1979 (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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