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It all starts with a school essay.

When twelve-year-old Gratuity ("Tip") Tucci is assigned to write five pages on
"The True Meaning of Smekday" for the National Time Capsule contest, she's
not sure where to begin. When her mom started telling everyone about the
messages aliens were sending through a mole on the back of her neck? Maybe on
Christmas Eve, when huge, bizarre spaceships descended on the Earth and the
aliens-called Boov-abducted her mother? Or when the Boov declared Earth a
colony, renamed it "Smekland" (in honor of glorious Captain Smek), and forced
all Americans to relocate to Florida via rocketpod?

In any case, Gratuity's story is much, much bigger than the assignment. It
involves her unlikely friendship with a renegade Boov mechanic named J.Lo.; a
futile journey south to find Gratuity's mother at the Happy Mouse Kingdom; a
cross-country road trip in a hovercar called Slushious; and an outrageous plan to
save the Earth from yet another alien invasion.

Fully illustrated with "photos," drawings, newspaper clippings, and comics
sequences, this is a hilarious, perceptive, genre-bending novel from best-selling
author Adam Rex.
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her mother? Or when the Boov declared Earth a colony, renamed it "Smekland" (in honor of glorious
Captain Smek), and forced all Americans to relocate to Florida via rocketpod?

In any case, Gratuity's story is much, much bigger than the assignment. It involves her unlikely friendship
with a renegade Boov mechanic named J.Lo.; a futile journey south to find Gratuity's mother at the Happy
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Editorial Review

Review
Who knew the end of the world could be so hilarious? With a misfit cast of characters led by a precocious
11-year-old narrator named Gratuity "Tip" Tucci and a bumbling alien named J.Lo who has an appetite for
dental floss and air fresheners, Rex's high-octane fantasy could fairly be called an apocalyptic comedy. After
the Boov (technologically advanced aliens) conquer Earth (or Smekland, as they call it, after its discoverer),
they decide that humans must live on preserves; all Americans must move to Florida. Tip, driving her
mother's car with her cat Pig for a passenger, meets the unexpectedly helpful Boov J.Lo, who, she later
discovers, has bungled a mission and is on the lam. Parallels between the Boov and European settlers and
their treatment of Native Americans deepen the impact of the story, but the author goes well beyond
delivering a single political message. Incorporating dozens of his weird and wonderful illustrations and
fruitfully manipulating the narrative structure, Rex skewers any number of subjects, from Disney World to
various fleeting fads. Some of the best jokes come from throwaways and from J.Lo's and Tip's attempts to
understand each other (when Tip asks if his society has boys and girls, he says, "Of course. Do not to be
ridicumulous," and calmly lists the "seven magnificent genders" of the Boov). Picture book aficionados will
already know Rex from Frankenstein Makes a Sandwich and Pssst! (reviewed Sept. 10); now another
audience can savor his wit. Ages 8-up. (Oct.) PW"

About the Author
Adam Rex is the New York Times best-selling author and illustrator of Frankenstein Makes A Sandwich. His
other books include Pssst!, Moonday, The True Meaning of Smekday, Fat Vampire, and Cold Cereal. He also
illustrated the Brixton Brothers series, Billy Twitters and his Blue Whale Problem, and Chloe and the Lion,
all by Mac Barnett and Chu's Day by Neil Gaiman. He lives in Tucson, Arizona. Visit him at adamrex.com
or follow him on Twitter @MrAdamRex.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Block:

The book The True Meaning of Smekday make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The True Meaning of Smekday to be your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a reserve The True Meaning of
Smekday. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this reserve?

William Barnett:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The True
Meaning of Smekday suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The



particular book untitled The True Meaning of Smekdayis the one of several books that will everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter
the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Jeffrey Evans:

The book untitled The True Meaning of Smekday contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new era
of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Cleta Blackwell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The True Meaning of Smekday when you desired it?
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