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The Bahir is one of the oldest and most important of all classical Kabbalah texts.
Until the publication of the Zohar, the Bahir was the most influential and widely
guoted primary source of Kabbalistic teachings.

The Bahir is quoted in every major book on Kabbalah, the earliest being the
Raavad's commentary on Sefer Y etzirah, and it is cited humerous times by Rabbi
Moshe ben Nachman (Ramban) in his commentary on the Torah. It is aso quoted
many timesin the Zohar. It was first published around 1176 by the Provence
school of Kabbalists; the first printed edition appeared in Amsterdam in 1651.
The name Bahir is derived from the first verse quoted in the text (Job 37:21),
"And now they do not seelight, itis brilliant (Bahir) in the skies." It isalso called
the "Midrash of Rabbi Nehuniah ben HaKana," particularly by the Ramban. The
reason might be that Rabbi Nehuniah's nameis at the very beginning of the book,
but most Kabbalists actually attribute the Bahir to him and his school. Some
consider it the oldest kabbalistic text ever written.

Although the Bahir is afairly small book, some 12,000 wordsin all, it was very
highly esteemed among those who probed its mysteries. Rabbi Judah Chayit, a
prominent fifteenth-century Kabbalist, writes, "Make this book a crown for your
head." Much of the text is very difficult to understand, and Rabbi Moshe
Cordevero (1522-1570), head of the Safed school of Kabbalah, says, "The words
of thistext are bright (Bahir) and sparkling, but their brilliance can blind the
eye."

One of the most important concepts revealed in the Bahir is that of the Ten
Sefirot, and careful analysis of these discussions yields much of what will be
found in later kabbalistic works, aswell astheir relation to anthropomorphism
and the reason for the commandments. Also included is a discussion of
reincarnation, or Gilgul, an interpretation of the letters of the Hebrew a phabet,
the Thirty-two Paths of Wisdom, and the concept of Tzimtzum, the s
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The Bahir is one of the oldest and most important of all classical Kabbalah texts. Until the publication of the
Zohar, the Bahir was the most influential and widely quoted primary source of Kabbalistic teachings.

The Bahir is quoted in every major book on Kabbal ah, the earliest being the Raavad's commentary on Sefer
Y etzirah, and it is cited numerous times by Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman (Ramban) in his commentary on the
Torah. It isaso quoted many timesin the Zohar. It was first published around 1176 by the Provence school
of Kabbalists; the first printed edition appeared in Amsterdam in 1651.

The name Bahir is derived from the first verse quoted in the text (Job 37:21), "And now they do not see
light, itisbrilliant (Bahir) in the skies." It isalso called the "Midrash of Rabbi Nehuniah ben HaKana,"
particularly by the Ramban. The reason might be that Rabbi Nehuniah's name is at the very beginning of the
book, but most Kabbalists actually attribute the Bahir to him and his school. Some consider it the oldest
kabbalistic text ever written.

Although the Bahir isafairly small book, some 12,000 words in all, it was very highly esteemed among
those who probed its mysteries. Rabbi Judah Chayit, a prominent fifteenth-century Kabbalist, writes, "Make
this book a crown for your head." Much of the text is very difficult to understand, and Rabbi Moshe
Cordevero (1522-1570), head of the Safed school of Kabbalah, says, "The words of this text are bright
(Bahir) and sparkling, but their brilliance can blind the eye."

One of the most important concepts revealed in the Bahir is that of the Ten Sefirot, and careful analysis of
these discussions yields much of what will be found in later kabbalistic works, as well astheir relation to
anthropomorphism and the reason for the commandments. Also included is a discussion of reincarnation, or
Gilgul, an interpretation of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, the Thirty-two Paths of Wisdom, and the
concept of Tzimtzum, the s
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Hebrew (translation)
Original Language: Hebrew

About the Author

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan was born in New Y ork City and was educated in The Torah Vodaas and Mir Y eshivot
in Brooklyn. After years of study at Jerusalem's Mir Y eshiva, he was ordained by some of Israel's foremost
rabbinic authorities. He also earned a master's degree in physics and was listed in Who's Who in Physicsin
the United States. In the course of awriting career spanning only twelve years, Rabbi Kaplan earned a
reputation as one of the most effective, persuasive, scholarly, and prolific exponents of Judaism in the
English language. He died on January 28, 1983, at the age of 48.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mamie Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Bahir: A Translation and Commentary.

ElisaHall:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be study. The Bahir: A Trandation and Commentary can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Bruce Crawford:

This The Bahir: A Tranglation and Commentary is completely new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little digest in reading this The Bahir: A Translation and Commentary can
be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there



isnot any in reading a e-book especialy thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't missthat! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

William Delacruz:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book iswritten or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
The Bahir: A Trandation and Commentary when you essential it?
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