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Written at the height of Stalin's first ""five-year plan"" for the industrialization of
Soviet Russia and the parallel campaign to collectivize Soviet agriculture, Andrel
Platonov's The Foundation Pit registers a dissonant mixture of utopian longings
and despair. Furthermore, it provides essential background to Platonov's parody
of the mainstream Soviet ""production"" novel, which iswidely recognized as
one of the masterpieces of twentieth-century Russian prose. In addition to an
overview of the work's key themes, it discusses their place within Platonov's
oeuvre as awhole, histroubled relations with literary officialdom, the work's
ideological and poalitical background, and key critical responses since the work's
first publication in the West in 1973.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Foundation Pit by Russian Soviet writer Andrei Platonov (1890-1951) was a satirical novel following
the travails of a group of workers digging out a foundation pit for a gigantic "House for al Proletariat” and is
considered by some to have been a significant influence on other state-control dystopias such as George
Orwell's 1984 and Aldous Huxley's Brave New World. This volume by Seifrid (Slavic Languages and
Literatures, University of Southern California) is a companion work for students studying The Foundation
Pit. It offers overviews of Platonov's life and hisintellectual influences; chapters describing the literary and
political contexts of the work; and an exegesis of the novel that includes discussion of principal characters,
important symbols, and the language employed, as well as selected annotations of events and situatonsin the
novel ((Annotation 2009 Book News, Inc. Portland, OR))

About the Author

Thomas Seifrid (Ph.D. Cornell University,1984) is Professor of Slavic Studies, University of Southern
California. Author of Andrei Platonov. Uncertainties of Spirit (Cambridge University Press, 1992), The
Word Made Self: Russian Writings on Language, 1860-1930 (Cornell University Press, 2005), and numerous
articles on Russian literature and culture.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Viola Hassll:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guysthis particular aren't like that. This A Companion to Andrei Platonov's The Foundation Pit (Studies
in Russian and Slavic Literatures, Cultures, and History) book is readable by simply you who hate those
perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with A
Companion to Andrei Platonov's The Foundation Pit (Studiesin Russian and Slavic Literatures, Cultures,
and History) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different asit. So, do you still thinking A Companion to Andrei Platonov's
The Foundation Pit (Studiesin Russian and Slavic Literatures, Cultures, and History) is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

John Buckner:

This book untitled A Companion to Andrei Platonov's The Foundation Pit (Studies in Russian and Slavic
Literatures, Cultures, and History) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, thisis because
when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.



Johnnie Santiago:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
iscalled of book A Companion to Andrei Platonov's The Foundation Pit (Studiesin Russian and Slavic
Literatures, Cultures, and History). Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Lena Lewis

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your abject. One of them isthis A Companion to Andrei
Platonov's The Foundation Pit (Studies in Russian and Slavic Literatures, Cultures, and History).
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