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For more than thirty years, Wu Jinglian has been widely regarded as China's
most celebrated and influential economist. In the late 1970s, Wu (b. 1930) was
one of a small group of economic thinkers who broke with Marxist concepts and
learned the principles of a market economy. Since then he has been at the center
of economic reform in China, moving seamlessly as an "insider outsider"
between academic and policy roles. In recent years, Wu has emerged as a
prominent public intellectual fighting not just for market reform but also for a
democratic society backed by the rule of law. This book presents many of Wu's
most important writings, a number of them appearing in English for the first
time. Each section offers an informative introductory essay by Barry Naughton,
the volume's editor and an expert on China's economy. The book begins with
Wu's most recent articles, which make clear his belief that gradual marketization
combined with institutional development will make Chinese society fairer and
less corrupt. Biographical writings follow, accompanied by a richly insightful
text by Naughton on Wu's life and career. Writings from the 1980s and 1990s,
written originally for a small audience of policy makers, demonstrate how Wu
shaped China's early reform path; essays and articles from the late 1990s and
early 2000s reflect Wu's new role as an advocate for broader reforms. Taken
together, these texts map not only China's path to economic reform but also Wu's
own intellectual evolution.
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For more than thirty years, Wu Jinglian has been widely regarded as China's most celebrated and influential
economist. In the late 1970s, Wu (b. 1930) was one of a small group of economic thinkers who broke with
Marxist concepts and learned the principles of a market economy. Since then he has been at the center of
economic reform in China, moving seamlessly as an "insider outsider" between academic and policy roles. In
recent years, Wu has emerged as a prominent public intellectual fighting not just for market reform but also
for a democratic society backed by the rule of law. This book presents many of Wu's most important
writings, a number of them appearing in English for the first time. Each section offers an informative
introductory essay by Barry Naughton, the volume's editor and an expert on China's economy. The book
begins with Wu's most recent articles, which make clear his belief that gradual marketization combined with
institutional development will make Chinese society fairer and less corrupt. Biographical writings follow,
accompanied by a richly insightful text by Naughton on Wu's life and career. Writings from the 1980s and
1990s, written originally for a small audience of policy makers, demonstrate how Wu shaped China's early
reform path; essays and articles from the late 1990s and early 2000s reflect Wu's new role as an advocate for
broader reforms. Taken together, these texts map not only China's path to economic reform but also Wu's
own intellectual evolution.
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Editorial Review

Review

Almost every page of this book is insightful on Chinese economics or politics or usually both together.

(Tyler Cowen Marginal Revolution)

Decades from now, future generations will look back at the turn of the twenty-first century and ask how
China moved away from the socialist planned economy system and engineered one of the most spectacular
stories of economic growth in human history. There will be no shortage of books devoted to analyzing these
processes. In relative -- if not total -- shortage will be stories told by the actors who played major roles in this
historical transformation. This rare and valuable volume, based on writings and stories of one of China's
most influential economists and public intellectuals, Wu Jinglian, will serve that important function. It
provides materials from a unique angle for contemporary readers to appreciate and understand the processes
of China's reforms.

(Wang Feng, Professor of Sociology, University of California, Non-resident Senior Fellow, The Brookings
Institution)

Wu Jinglian has long been a critical figure in the Chinese reform process, at once an intellectual mastermind
behind several key policies and a trenchant observer of the process as a whole. To the best of my knowledge,
this book represents the first comprehensive English -- language presentation of Professor Wu's writings.
Moreover those writings are coupled with insightful commentary by Barry Naughton, one of the world's
foremost experts on the Chinese economy. This volume offers a crucial window onto the intellectual
foundations of China's ongoing economic transformation.

(Edward Steinfeld, Professor of Political Economy, MIT, and co-director of the China Energy Group in the
MIT Industrial Performance Center)

Naughton's focus on Wu Jinglian, whom he rightly identifies as a key contributor to the lengthy gestation of
China's reform and marketization, is both attractive and timely. Naughton gives the reader a sense of the
entire milieu in which debate and, eventually, Chinese reform occurred, as well as highlighting the issues and
some of the personalities involved.

(Thomas G. Rawski, Professor of Economics and History, University of Pittsburgh)

About the Author

Barry Naughton, an economist, is Professor and Sokwanlok Chair at the Graduate School of International
Relations and Pacific Studies at the University of California, San Diego. He is the author of Growing Out of
the Plan: Chinese Economic Reform, 1978--1993 and The Chinese Economy: Transitions and Growth (MIT
Press). Wu Jinglian, one of the principal architects of China's economic reform, worked in the Institute of
Economics of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and the State Council Development Research Center



in China. He has held positions at Oxford, Stanford, Yale, and MIT.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louis Venable:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Wu Jinglian:
Voice of Reform in China (MIT Press) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Wu Jinglian: Voice of Reform in China (MIT Press)is the main of several books
that everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you
a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Bennett Fox:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Wu Jinglian: Voice of Reform in China (MIT Press) can
give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Wu Jinglian: Voice of Reform in China
(MIT Press).

Patricia Coburn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Wu Jinglian: Voice of Reform in China
(MIT Press).

William Evans:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Wu Jinglian: Voice of Reform in China (MIT Press) when you needed it?
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