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In our post-9/11 world, the figure of the stranger—the foreigner, the enemy, the
unknown visitor—carries a particular urgency, and the force of language used to
describe those who are “different” has become particularly strong. But arguments
about the stranger are not unique to our time. In Romanticism and the Question of
the Stranger, David Simpson locates the figure of the stranger and the rhetoric of
strangeness in romanticism and places them in a tradition that extends from
antiquity to today.
 
Simpson shows that debates about strangers loomed large in the French Republic
of the 1790s, resulting in heated discourse that weighed who was to be welcomed
and who was to be proscribed as dangerous. Placing this debate in the context of
classical, biblical, and other later writings, he identifies a persistent difficulty in
controlling the play between the despised and the desired. He examines the
stranger as found in the works of Coleridge, Austen, Scott, and Southey, as well
as in depictions of the betrayals of hospitality in the literature of slavery and
exploration—as in Mungo Park's Travels and Stedman's Narrative—and
portrayals of strange women in de Staël, Rousseau, and Burney. Contributing to a
rich strain of thinking about the stranger that includes interventions by Ricoeur
and Derrida, Romanticism and the Question of the Stranger reveals the complex
history of encounters with alien figures and our continued struggles with
romantic concerns about the unknown.
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In our post-9/11 world, the figure of the stranger—the foreigner, the enemy, the unknown visitor—carries a
particular urgency, and the force of language used to describe those who are “different” has become
particularly strong. But arguments about the stranger are not unique to our time. In Romanticism and the
Question of the Stranger, David Simpson locates the figure of the stranger and the rhetoric of strangeness in
romanticism and places them in a tradition that extends from antiquity to today.
 
Simpson shows that debates about strangers loomed large in the French Republic of the 1790s, resulting in
heated discourse that weighed who was to be welcomed and who was to be proscribed as dangerous. Placing
this debate in the context of classical, biblical, and other later writings, he identifies a persistent difficulty in
controlling the play between the despised and the desired. He examines the stranger as found in the works of
Coleridge, Austen, Scott, and Southey, as well as in depictions of the betrayals of hospitality in the literature
of slavery and exploration—as in Mungo Park's Travels and Stedman's Narrative—and portrayals of strange
women in de Staël, Rousseau, and Burney. Contributing to a rich strain of thinking about the stranger that
includes interventions by Ricoeur and Derrida, Romanticism and the Question of the Stranger reveals the
complex history of encounters with alien figures and our continued struggles with romantic concerns about
the unknown.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Halpin:

The book Romanticism and the Question of the Stranger gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Romanticism and
the Question of the Stranger for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like available and read a guide Romanticism and the Question of the Stranger. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Carmel Smith:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Romanticism
and the Question of the Stranger book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Fred Nelson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Romanticism and
the Question of the Stranger is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Barbara Kyle:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.



All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Romanticism and the Question of the
Stranger as the daily resource information.
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