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In The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology, author Jon Marks
presents an innovative framework for thinking about the major issues in the field
with fourteen original essays designed to correlate to the core chapters in
standard textbooks. Each chapter draws on and complements--but does not
reconstitute (except for the sake of clarity)--the major data and ideas presented in
standard texts. Marks explores such topics as how we make sense of data about
our origins, where our modern ideas comes from, our inability to separate natural
facts from cultural facts and values as we try to understand ourselves, and the
social and political aspects of science as a culturally situated mental activity.

Features

* Offers clear, intelligent, and completely original discussions-injected with a
sense of humor-that will keep students reading
* Addresses core topics in a way that does not simply mirror what is in the basic
textbooks but offers a new spin, thereby fostering critical thinking
* Complements traditional textbooks in biological anthropology and explores
connections between biological and general anthropology
* Provides expert integration of topics, coherent narratives, and salient examples
* Utilizes theme statements at the start of each chapter that introduce the breadth
of information covered and engage students in the material
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is the best introductory book out there. Marks is a very effective and clear writer with an engaging and
personal style. He does a wonderful job of placing biological anthropology appropriately within its
theoretical and disciplinary context."--Adam Van Arsdale, Wellesley College

"The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology is in a class of its own. It is a very approachable
text injected with humor to grab students' attention."--Amelia Hubbard, Wright State University

"I like the critical approach that this book takes. Marks gives great examples that serve to illustrate his points
clearly. I also like the direct, dynamic, and intelligent writing style."--Debbie Guatelli-Steinberg, Ohio State
University

"The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology is infused with perspective and personality. It is
unique, effective, and successful. The book's pedagogical approach is why I use it. It reminds us that science
is a human endeavor and therefore subject to human imperfections."--Thad Bartlett, University of Texas at
San Antonio

"The most remarkable aspect of this book is how much material is covered in so little space. I am most
impressed with Marks's talent for compressing so many important ideas in succinct, meaningful summaries.
There is not a wasted word in this book."--Virginia Betz, Phoenix College

About the Author

Jon Marks is Professor of Anthropology at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. He is a past
president of the General Anthropology Division of the American Anthropological Association and was the
recipient of the AAA/Mayfield Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching. He is the author of Why I
Am Not a Scientist: Anthropology and Modern Knowledge (2009); What It Means to Be 98% Chimpanzee:
Apes, People, and Their Genes (2002), which won the 2003 W. W. Howells Prize from the Biological
Anthropology Section of the American Anthropological Association and the 2009 J. I. Staley Prize from the
School for Advanced Research; and Human Biodiversity: Genes, Race, and History (1995).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
is definitely The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology.

William Martin:

You may get this The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.

Glenn Bail:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Alternative Introduction to Biological
Anthropology was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Alternative
Introduction to Biological Anthropology has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.

Millie Goodman:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Alternative Introduction to Biological
Anthropology can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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