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"Sylvan's thesis furnishes far more of the same valued experiences than is usually
realized: ritual activity, communal ceremony, a philosophy and worldview, a
code for living one's life, a cultural identity, a social structure, a sense of
belonging, and crucially, Sylvan argues encounters with the numinous."
—Journal of Religion

Most studies of the religious significance of popular music focus on music lyrics,
offering little insight into the religious aspects of the music itself. Traces of the
Spirit examines the religious dimensions of popular music subcultures, charting
the influence and religious aspects of popular music in mainstream culture today
and analyzing the religious significance of the audience's experiences, rituals,
and worldviews. Sylvan contends that popular music subcultures serve the
function of religious communities and represent a new and significant religious
phenomenon.

Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork using interviews and participant observation,
Sylvan examines such subcultures as the Deadheads, raves and their participants,
metalheads, and Hip Hop culture. Based on these case studies, he offers a
comprehensive theoretical framework in which to study music and popular
culture. In addition, he traces the history of West African possession religion
from Africa to the diaspora to its integration into American popular music in
such genres as the blues, rock and roll, and contemporary musical youth
subcultures.
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"Sylvan's thesis furnishes far more of the same valued experiences than is usually realized: ritual activity,
communal ceremony, a philosophy and worldview, a code for living one's life, a cultural identity, a social
structure, a sense of belonging, and crucially, Sylvan argues encounters with the numinous."
—Journal of Religion

Most studies of the religious significance of popular music focus on music lyrics, offering little insight into
the religious aspects of the music itself. Traces of the Spirit examines the religious dimensions of popular
music subcultures, charting the influence and religious aspects of popular music in mainstream culture today
and analyzing the religious significance of the audience's experiences, rituals, and worldviews. Sylvan
contends that popular music subcultures serve the function of religious communities and represent a new and
significant religious phenomenon.

Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork using interviews and participant observation, Sylvan examines such
subcultures as the Deadheads, raves and their participants, metalheads, and Hip Hop culture. Based on these
case studies, he offers a comprehensive theoretical framework in which to study music and popular culture.
In addition, he traces the history of West African possession religion from Africa to the diaspora to its
integration into American popular music in such genres as the blues, rock and roll, and contemporary
musical youth subcultures.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Taking us on a journey from West Africa to San Francisco, Robin Sylvan reminds us that being moved by
the music means much more than simply understanding the lyrics. From rock to rap, disco to heavy metal,
Sylvan takes the whole music experience seriously, exploring how its very performance?and its subsequent
affect on the audience?touches the entirety of what makes us human, in what can only be considered a
religious experience of sound, beat, dance, ritual, and world view. . . . Will challenge your presumptions
about the significance of music in general, these genres in particular, and the way we understand religion to
work in the lives of ordinary people." ?, -Eric Michael Mazur,coeditor of God in the Details: American
Religion in Popular Culture

About the Author

Robin Sylvan is Assistant Professor of Religion and the Arts at the College of Wooster in Ohio.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

Here thing why this Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of
Popular Music giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no e-book that similar with Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which
is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music in e-book can be your alternative.

Judith Roemer:

This Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music is great publication for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music in your hand
like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?



Kevin Lewis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of
you.

Gail Delamora:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music when you needed it?
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