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Europe’s second Thirty Years’ War—an epoch of blood and ashes

Fire and Blood looks at the European crisis of the two world wars as a single
historical sequence: the age of the European Civil War (1914–1945). Its overture
was played out in the trenches of the Great War; its coda on a ruined continent. It
opened with conventional declarations of war and finished with “unconditional
surrender.” Proclamations of national unity led to eventual devastation, with
entire countries torn to pieces. During these three decades of deepening conflicts,
a classical interstate conflict morphed into a global civil war, abandoning rules of
engagement and fought by irreducible enemies rather than legitimate adversaries,
each seeking the annihilation of its opponents. It was a time of both unchained
passions and industrial, rationalized massacre. Utilizing multiple sources, Enzo
Traverso depicts the dialectic of this era of wars, revolutions and genocides.
Rejecting commonplace notions of “totalitarian evil,” he rediscovers the feelings
and reinterprets the ideas of an age of intellectual and political commitment when
Europe shaped world history with its own collapse.
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Europe’s second Thirty Years’ War—an epoch of blood and ashes

Fire and Blood looks at the European crisis of the two world wars as a single historical sequence: the age of
the European Civil War (1914–1945). Its overture was played out in the trenches of the Great War; its coda
on a ruined continent. It opened with conventional declarations of war and finished with “unconditional
surrender.” Proclamations of national unity led to eventual devastation, with entire countries torn to pieces.
During these three decades of deepening conflicts, a classical interstate conflict morphed into a global civil
war, abandoning rules of engagement and fought by irreducible enemies rather than legitimate adversaries,
each seeking the annihilation of its opponents. It was a time of both unchained passions and industrial,
rationalized massacre. Utilizing multiple sources, Enzo Traverso depicts the dialectic of this era of wars,
revolutions and genocides. Rejecting commonplace notions of “totalitarian evil,” he rediscovers the feelings
and reinterprets the ideas of an age of intellectual and political commitment when Europe shaped world
history with its own collapse.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Enzo Traverso’s investigation is based on a brilliant—although controversial—idea. It is an important book
that deserves to prompt vast and interesting debates.”
—Saul Friedländer, UCLA, author of Nazi Germany and the Jews and The Years of Extermination

“Written with empathy and perspicacity, Fire and Blood takes the measure of the explosion of
violence—revolutionary vs. counter-revolutionary, fascist vs. anti-fascist, military vs. civilian—that
constituted the European ‘civil war’ of the first half of the twentieth century. Enzo Traverso’s admirable
erudition and judiciousness make this work an indispensable synthesis.”
—Anson Rabinbach, Princeton University

“Despite thousands of books on the two world wars, we are still far from understanding the violence that tore
Europe apart between 1914 and 1945. By conceiving of the conflict as a civil war, Enzo Traverso provides
us with a new way to think about the disaster that continues to shape the twenty-first century.”
—Joanna Bourke, Birkbeck College

“Enzo Traverso’s provocative book poses a profoundly important question to modern history. How can we
understand the ‘age of extremes’ (1914 to 1945) from a present—our present day in the west—that is in
general terms allergic to ‘ideology’ and convinced that ‘there is no alternative’? What happens when an
anodyne and self-satisfied liberalism projects its values back into an earlier era of intense political struggle?”
 —Adam Tooze, Guardian

“Nuanced and erudite … Fire and Blood is more than a history of a catastrophe that began a hundred years
ago. It is also a warning of a potential future.”
—Ron Jacobs, CounterPunch

“Incisive, challenging, and compelling interpretation of the European wars of annihilation, whose
consequences still reverberate.”
 —George de Stefano, Pop Matters

“Remarkable.”
—Jonathan Sturgeon, Flavorwire

“This wonderful book … is not a simple history of [the 1914–45 period]. Rather it examines the ideas which
underlay the mass movements of the inter war years, and why the morality of pre-1914 Europe was
undermined by a generation scarred by the horror of the First World War.”
—Chris Bambery, CounterFire

“One must admire Traverso’s ambitious synthesis of theory and recent scholarship.”
—Shelley Baranowski, University of Akron

“This is engaged history at its best … Fire and Blood is a passionate and bracing contribution to the issues
that bedeviled Western political intellectuals in the age of extremism.”
—Russell Jacoby, UCLA, author of Bloodlust and The Last Intellectuals



“A remarkable study on the politics of violence.”
—Dan Diner, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, author of America in the Eyes of the Germans

“Fluently written and employing a synthetic approach that will appeal to the common reader.”
—Nitzan Lebovic, Haaretz

“Enzo Traverso has pulled off the rare reconstruction of a past epoch that pulsates with electric immediacy.
Fire and Blood fashions events happening seventy-five-to-one-hundred years ago to feel as lively and
pertinent as political debates taking place at present.”
—Alan Wald, Against the Current

“Cannot be neglected by anyone with the temerity to approach the subject in future.”
—Al Richardson, Revolutionary History

“A magisterial interpretation of an epoch that threw Europe into chaos; it is one of those great books on the
twentieth century which will be discussed in the coming years.”
—Alexandra Laignel-Lavastine, Le Monde

“[A] remarkable reinterpretation of the history of the ‘Thirty Years War’ of the twentieth century …
recreates the ethos of this time.”
—Michael Löwy, Le Monde Diplomatique

“The latest historiographical work of Enzo Traverso is the result of years, probably decades of investigation
on the topics of wars, fascist dictatorships, intellectual exile, the Holocaust and the Nazi violence. Until now,
he had approached them only separately, and today, at the height of his historiographical maturity, he gathers
them in a global interpretation of the most intricate, as well as terrible period of the history of the twentieth
century.”
—Marcello Flores, Dieci Libri dell’anno

“Sharply sketched … impressive … powerful … Fire and Blood opens the window, lets in fresh air and
clears the intellectual fog.”
—Tim B. Müller, Süddeutsche Zeitung

“Even those who don’t agree with many of Traverso’s theses and interpretations should undoubtedly
recognize that his particular analyses are impressive. His phenomenological approach to the manifestations
of violence and fear not only in social and political life but also in music, arts, literature and movies of this
age, as he shows giving the examples of Igor Stravinsky, Max Beckmann, Louis Ferdinand Céline and Fritz
Lang, are instructive and stimulating.”
—Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

“One of the most significant books of the last decade—a great book that only a great historian could write.”
—Historia y Política

“The best general study on the European civil war … A magnificent historical, political and philosophical
analysis.”
—Sociología Histórica

About the Author
Enzo Traverso taught political science for almost twenty years in France. Since 2013, he has been Susan



and Barton Winokur Professor in the Humanities at Cornell University. His publications, all translated into
various languages, include more than ten authored and edited books, including The Marxists and the Jewish
Question, The Jews and Germany, Understanding the Nazi Genocide and The Origins of Nazi Violence.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Fire and Blood: The European Civil War, 1914-
1945 has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The book Fire and Blood: The European Civil War, 1914-1945 is not only
giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Fire and Blood:
The European Civil War, 1914-1945. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Edna Barnett:

This Fire and Blood: The European Civil War, 1914-1945 are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Fire and Blood: The European Civil War, 1914-
1945 can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Fire and Blood: The European Civil War, 1914-1945 giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Kenneth Porter:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Fire and Blood: The European Civil War, 1914-1945 this publication
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Kisha Hutton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore



you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Fire and Blood: The European
Civil War, 1914-1945.
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