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Learning from Las Vegas, originally published by the MIT Press in 1972, was
one of the most influential and controversial architectural books of its era. Forty
years later, it remains a perennial bestseller and a definitive theoretical text. Its
authors -- architects Robert Venturi, Denise Scott Brown, and Steven Izenour --
famously used the Las Vegas Strip to argue the virtues of the "ordinary and ugly"
above the "heroic and original" qualities of architectural modernism.  Learning
from Las Vegas not only moved architecture to the center of cultural debates, it
changed our ideas about what architecture was and could be. In this provocative
rereading of an iconic text, Aron Vinegar argues that to read Learning from Las
Vegas only as an exemplary postmodernist text -- to understand it, for example,
as a call for pastiche or as ironic provocation -- is to underestimate its deeper
critical and ethical meaning, and to miss the underlying dialectic between
skepticism and the ordinary, expression and the deadpan, that runs through the
text. Especially revealing is Vinegar's close analysis of the differences between
the first 1972 edition, designed for the MIT Press by Muriel Cooper, and the
"revised" edition of 1977, which was radically stripped down and largely
redesigned by Denise Scott Brown.
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Learning from Las Vegas, originally published by the MIT Press in 1972, was one of the most influential and
controversial architectural books of its era. Forty years later, it remains a perennial bestseller and a definitive
theoretical text. Its authors -- architects Robert Venturi, Denise Scott Brown, and Steven Izenour -- famously
used the Las Vegas Strip to argue the virtues of the "ordinary and ugly" above the "heroic and original"
qualities of architectural modernism.  Learning from Las Vegas not only moved architecture to the center of
cultural debates, it changed our ideas about what architecture was and could be. In this provocative rereading
of an iconic text, Aron Vinegar argues that to read Learning from Las Vegas only as an exemplary
postmodernist text -- to understand it, for example, as a call for pastiche or as ironic provocation -- is to
underestimate its deeper critical and ethical meaning, and to miss the underlying dialectic between
skepticism and the ordinary, expression and the deadpan, that runs through the text. Especially revealing is
Vinegar's close analysis of the differences between the first 1972 edition, designed for the MIT Press by
Muriel Cooper, and the "revised" edition of 1977, which was radically stripped down and largely redesigned
by Denise Scott Brown.
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Editorial Review

Review

Aron Vinegar literally reopens the book on architectural postmodernism. By reading  Learning from Las
Vegas as philosophy, not irony, Vinegar reaches out from American architecture in the 1970s to address
architectural theory at large. It is a beguiling intervention.

(Simon Sadler, Professor of Architectural and Urban History, University of California, Davis)

While the powerful impact of Complexity and Contradiction has receded with time, Learning from Las
Vegas still manages to provoke strong reactions and the sort of glib dismissal that is one way of warding off
the challenge of a truly radical argument. Vinegar's wide-ranging discussion refreshes and re-opens a set of
questions that have only grown more pressing in recent years, giving their original formulation the scholarly
and critical attention they clearly deserve.

(Alan J. Plattus, Professor of Architecture, Yale University)

About the Author

Aron Vinegar is Assistant Professor in the Department of History of Art at Ohio State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Marsh:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled I AM A
MONUMENT: On Learning from Las Vegas (MIT Press)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Gregory Jones:

The book I AM A MONUMENT: On Learning from Las Vegas (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like
a book I AM A MONUMENT: On Learning from Las Vegas (MIT Press)? Several of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book I AM A MONUMENT: On Learning from Las Vegas (MIT Press)
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the



enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Valerie Orbison:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is usually I AM A MONUMENT: On Learning from Las Vegas (MIT Press).

Sean Mills:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually I AM A MONUMENT: On Learning from Las Vegas (MIT Press) why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.
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