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In an age of globalization and connectivity, the idea of "mainstream culture" has
become quaint. Websites, magazines, books, and television have all honed in on
ever-diversifying subcultures, hoping to carve out niche audiences that grow
savvier and more narrowly sliced by the day. Consequently,the discipline of
graphic design has undergone a sea change. Where visual communication was
once informed by a designer's creative intuition, the proliferation of specialized
audiences now calls for more research-based design processes.

Designers who ignore research run the risk of becoming mere tools for
communication rather than bold voices. Design Studies, a collection of 27 essays
from an international cast of top design researchers, sets out to mend this schism
between research and practice. The texts presented here make a strong argument
for performing rigorous experimentation and analysis. Each author outlines
methods in which research has aided their designwhether by investigating how
senior citizensreact to design aesthetics, how hip hop culture can in?uence
design, or how design for Third World nations is affected by cultural differences.
Contributors also outline inspired ways in which design educators can teach
research methods to their students. Finally, Design Studies is rounded out by ?ve
annotated bibliographies to further aid designers in their research. This
comprehensive reader is the de?nitive reference for this new direction in graphic
design, and an essential resource for both students and practitioners.
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In an age of globalization and connectivity, the idea of "mainstream culture" has become quaint. Websites,
magazines, books, and television have all honed in on ever-diversifying subcultures, hoping to carve out
niche audiences that grow savvier and more narrowly sliced by the day. Consequently,the discipline of
graphic design has undergone a sea change. Where visual communication was once informed by a designer's
creative intuition, the proliferation of specialized audiences now calls for more research-based design
processes.

Designers who ignore research run the risk of becoming mere tools for communication rather than bold
voices. Design Studies, a collection of 27 essays from an international cast of top design researchers, sets out
to mend this schism between research and practice. The texts presented here make a strong argument for
performing rigorous experimentation and analysis. Each author outlines methods in which research has aided
their designwhether by investigating how senior citizensreact to design aesthetics, how hip hop culture can
in?uence design, or how design for Third World nations is affected by cultural differences. Contributors also
outline inspired ways in which design educators can teach research methods to their students. Finally, Design
Studies is rounded out by ?ve annotated bibliographies to further aid designers in their research. This
comprehensive reader is the de?nitive reference for this new direction in graphic design, and an essential
resource for both students and practitioners.
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Editorial Review

Review
This anthology of 24 previously published and new essays is an engrossing and diverse primer in design's
theroetical dimension -- Print, September 2006

About the Author
Audrey Bennett is a College Art Association professional development fellow and associate professor of
graphics at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Design
Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Judith Robinson:

The guide untitled Design Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design is the book that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Design Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Ryan Maggard:

The publication with title Design Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.



Gary Lewis:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Design Studies: Theory and Research in
Graphic Design was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Design Studies:
Theory and Research in Graphic Design has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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