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When a cheaply constructed dam above Johnstown bursts under the onslaught of
torrentia rains, Christinaand her family struggle to escape the floodwater which
bears down upon their town.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Grade 3-5-- A historical novel about the bursting of a poorly constructed dam and subsequent flooding of
Johnstown, PA, in 1898, as experienced by afictional child and her family. The rains begin shortly after the
death of 11-year-old Christina's infant sister, with preparations meanwhile under way for an uncle's wedding.
Although it rains for an extended period, the family feels relatively safe from high water on their farm. They
do, however, worry about Mama, who is involved in wedding plans in Johnstown when the dam gives way.
Sheis swept by the flood into the branches of atree, where awooden tub containing a newborn baby also
becomes lodged. Both are rescued and returned to the farm, and the family keeps the unclaimed infant. Much
weakened by contrivances and coincidences, this story is uninvolving. The statement, "The millionaires who
formed the South Fork Hunting and Fishing Club took shortcuts to save money," as an explanation for the
shoddy construction leaves readers wishing for solid background information. The mixture of fact and fiction
muddies the waters, raising but not answering questions about the historical event and its aftermath.

- Susan Patron, Los Angeles Public Library, CA

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

In one of the better entriesin the ~Once Upon America’ series, young Christina and her family are among
the survivors of the disastrous 1889 flood that occurred when an inadequate dam, built to provide fishing for
the millionaire members of alocal club, loosed a 70-foot wall of water on the mill town of 12,000 people.
Christina's homeis safely out of the flood's path, but her older brother is among those trying to warn others
of the danger, while her mother--visiting Uncle Herbert's fianc, e, Lenora--is caught in the swirling waters
and survives after a harrowing adventure in which she saves an unidentified newborn; Lenora and Herbert
are both lost. The story closes with the poignant acceptance of baby Hope by Christina, who has feared that
her mother imagines that Hope replaces Christina's beloved baby sister Eva, who has recently died. Gross
deftly sketches a believable cast and neatly interweaves the flood's events, issues surrounding it, and their
private tragedies. Fine beginning historical fiction. Illustrations not seen. (Fiction. 8-12) -- Copyright ©1991,
Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Powell:

The book The Day It Rained Forever: A Story of the Johnstown Flood (Once Upon America) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
good thing like abook The Day It Rained Forever: A Story of the Johnstown Flood (Once Upon America)?
Some of you have adifferent opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take
for that, you may give for each other; you can share al of these. Book The Day It Rained Forever: A Story of
the Johnstown Flood (Once Upon America) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big
function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by start and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.



Terrie Newlin:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a new
book. It isredly fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours aday to
reading aguide. The book The Day It Rained Forever: A Story of the Johnstown Flood (Once Upon
America) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-
book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book features high quality.

Jonathan Bean:

This The Day It Rained Forever: A Story of the Johnstown Flood (Once Upon America) is great publication
for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can
state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Day It Rained Forever: A Story of the Johnstown Flood (Once
Upon America) in your hand like having the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So,
thisis good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Nancy Thornton:

Beside this specific The Day It Rained Forever: A Story of the Johnstown Flood (Once Upon America) in
your phone, it could give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got hereisfresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Day It Rained Forever: A Story of the
Johnstown Flood (Once Upon America) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at
times have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!
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