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David A. Freedman presents here a definitive synthesis of his approach to causal
inference in the social sciences. He explores the foundations and limitations of
statistical modeling, illustrating basic arguments with examples from political
science, public policy, law, and epidemiology. Freedman maintains that many
new technical approaches to statistical modeling constitute not progress, but
regress. Instead, he advocates a 'shoe leather' methodology, which exploits
natural variation to mitigate confounding and relies on intimate knowledge of the
subject matter to develop meticulous research designs and eliminate rival
explanations. When Freedman first enunciated this position, he was met with
scepticism, in part because it was hard to believe that a mathematical statistician
of his stature would favor 'low-tech' approaches. But the tide is turning. Many
social scientists now agree that statistical technique cannot substitute for good
research design and subject matter knowledge. This book offers an integrated
presentation of Freedman's views.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David A. Freedman (1938-2008) was Professor of Statistics at the University of California, Berkeley. He
was a distinguished mathematical statistician whose theoretical research included the analysis of martingale
inequalities, Markov processes, de Finetti's theorem, consistency of Bayes estimators, sampling, the
bootstrap, and procedures for testing and evaluating models of methods for causal inference. Freedman
published widely on the application - and misapplication - of statistics in works within a variety of social
sciences, including epidemiology, demography, political science, public policy, and law. He emphasized
exposing and checking the assumptions that underlie standard methods, as well as understanding how those
methods behave when the assumptions are false - for example, how regression models behave when fitted to
data from randomized experiments. He had a remarkable talent for integrating carefully honed statistical
arguments with compelling empirical applications and illustrations. Freedman was a member of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and in 2003 he received the National Academy of Science's John
J. Carty Award, for his 'profound contributions to the theory and practice of statistics'.

David Collier is Robson Professor of Political Science at University of California, Berkeley. His current
work focuses on conceptualization and measurement and on causal inference in qualitative and multi-method
research. He is co-author of Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared Standards and co-editor of two
recent volumes: The Oxford Handbook of Political Methodology and Concepts and Method in Social
Science. A central concern of his research is with the contribution of detailed case knowledge to causal
inference and concept formation.

Jasjeet S. Sekhon is Associate Professor of Political Science at University of California, Berkeley. His
current research focuses on methods for causal inference in observational and experimental studies and
evaluating social science, public health, and medical interventions. Professor Sekhon has done research on
elections, voting behavior, and public opinion in the United States; multivariate matching methods for causal
inference; machine learning algorithms for irregular optimization problems; robust estimators with bounded
influence functions; health economic cost effectiveness analysis; and the philosophy and history of inference
and statistics in the social sciences.

Philip B. Stark is Professor of Statistics at University of California, Berkeley. His research centers on
inference problems, focusing on quantifying the uncertainty in inferences that rely on numerical models of
complex physical systems. Professor Stark has done research on the Big Bang, causal inference, the US
census, chemical spectroscopy, earthquake prediction, election auditing, food web models, the geomagnetic
field, geriatric hearing loss, information retrieval, Internet content filters, nonparametrics, the seismic
structure of the Earth and Sun, and spectrum estimation. He has served as an expert witness on statistics for
government and industry in state and federal courts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alison McGowan:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Statistical Models and Causal Inference: A Dialogue with



the Social Sciences. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a book Statistical Models and Causal Inference: A Dialogue with the Social Sciences. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's
learn.

David Wolverton:

The book Statistical Models and Causal Inference: A Dialogue with the Social Sciences give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
Statistical Models and Causal Inference: A Dialogue with the Social Sciences to become your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like available and read a e-book Statistical Models and Causal Inference: A
Dialogue with the Social Sciences. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Nathaniel Marvel:

The feeling that you get from Statistical Models and Causal Inference: A Dialogue with the Social Sciences
is the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Statistical Models and Causal Inference: A Dialogue with
the Social Sciences giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
kind of Statistical Models and Causal Inference: A Dialogue with the Social Sciences instantly.

Florinda Redfern:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Statistical Models and Causal Inference: A
Dialogue with the Social Sciences is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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