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“Empire of Things isn't just an insightful and surprisingly entertaining read,
but a crucial one.”—NPR

What we consume has become a central—perhaps the central—feature of modern
life. Our economies live or die by spending, we increasingly define ourselves by
our possessions, and this ever-richer lifestyle has had an extraordinary impact on
our planet. How have we come to live with so much stuff, and how has this
changed the course of history?

In Empire of Things, Frank Trentmann unfolds the extraordinary story of our
modern material world, from Renaissance Italy and late Ming China to today’s
global economy. While consumption is often portrayed as a recent American
export, this monumental and richly detailed account shows that it is in fact a truly
international phenomenon with a much longer and more diverse history.
Trentmann traces the influence of trade and empire on tastes, as formerly exotic
goods like coffee, tobacco, Indian cotton and Chinese porcelain conquered the
world, and explores the growing demand for home furnishings, fashionable
clothes and convenience that transformed private and public life. The nineteenth
and twentieth centuries brought department stores, credit cards and advertising,
but also the rise of the ethical shopper, new generational identities and,
eventually, the resurgence of the Asian consumer.

With an eye to the present and future, Frank Trentmann provides a long view on
the global challenges of our relentless pursuit of more—from waste and debt to
stress and inequality. A masterpiece of research and storytelling many years in
the making, Empire of Things recounts the epic history of the goods that have
seduced, enriched and unsettled our lives over the past six hundred years.
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“Empire of Things isn't just an insightful and surprisingly entertaining read, but a crucial one.”—NPR

What we consume has become a central—perhaps the central—feature of modern life. Our economies live or
die by spending, we increasingly define ourselves by our possessions, and this ever-richer lifestyle has had
an extraordinary impact on our planet. How have we come to live with so much stuff, and how has this
changed the course of history?

In Empire of Things, Frank Trentmann unfolds the extraordinary story of our modern material world, from
Renaissance Italy and late Ming China to today’s global economy. While consumption is often portrayed as a
recent American export, this monumental and richly detailed account shows that it is in fact a truly
international phenomenon with a much longer and more diverse history. Trentmann traces the influence of
trade and empire on tastes, as formerly exotic goods like coffee, tobacco, Indian cotton and Chinese
porcelain conquered the world, and explores the growing demand for home furnishings, fashionable clothes
and convenience that transformed private and public life. The nineteenth and twentieth centuries brought
department stores, credit cards and advertising, but also the rise of the ethical shopper, new generational
identities and, eventually, the resurgence of the Asian consumer.

With an eye to the present and future, Frank Trentmann provides a long view on the global challenges of our
relentless pursuit of more—from waste and debt to stress and inequality. A masterpiece of research and
storytelling many years in the making, Empire of Things recounts the epic history of the goods that have
seduced, enriched and unsettled our lives over the past six hundred years.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Empire of Things: How We Became a World of Consumers,
from the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-First.

Stephanie Carlton:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can do in
which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this Empire of Things: How We Became a World of Consumers,
from the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-First to read.

Rose Warfield:

This Empire of Things: How We Became a World of Consumers, from the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-
First usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why
of this Empire of Things: How We Became a World of Consumers, from the Fifteenth Century to the
Twenty-First can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Empire of Things: How We Became a World of Consumers, from the Fifteenth
Century to the Twenty-First giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Pauline Stern:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Empire of Things: How We Became a



World of Consumers, from the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-First publication written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still question Empire of Things: How We Became a World of Consumers, from the
Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-First as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.
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