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The Autobiography of an Unknown Indian is an astonishing work of self-
discovery and the revelation of a peerless and provocative sensibility. Describing
his childhood in the Bengali countryside and his youth in Cal cutta—and telling
the story of modern India from his own fiercely independent
viewpoint—Chaudhuri fashions a book of deep conviction, charm, and intimacy
that is also a masterpiece of the writer's art.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Intensely rational, Chaudhuri, a Bengali and author of Thy Hand, Great Anarch! , describes his native
country with the intent that "one part of thisworld may still retain some curiosity about the combination of
man and geography which has worn out the British Empire." The autobiography yields a dense, absorbing
account of Hindu boyhood (he was born in 1897) in asmall village in what is now Bangladesh. Careful
observationsilluminate awaning culture: "A Hindu . . . acceptsthe first wail of birth as the leitmotiv of
existence and manages. . . to lead amock-turtle's life during the whole of it." Chaudhuri concludes with
intricate analyses of the intellectual history of India before independence, seen in the context of its political
and social history (from the Dravidians through the Ra)); its religion--the "reformed" Hinduism of Swami
Vivekananda; and Bengali literature. Chaudhuri's judgments, often surprising, are those of aworld citizen;
his scholarlinessis humbling.

Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

NIRAD C. CHAUDHURI (1897-1999) was born in the town of Kishorganj in East Bengal in the year of
Queen Victoria s Diamond Jubilee. Hisfirst book, The Autobiography of an Unknown Indian, was published
in 1951 and was followed by many others, including The Continent of Circe, for which he won the Duff
Cooper Memorial Prize, and Thy Hand Great Anarch!, a second volume of memoirs. Chaudhuri moved to
England in 1970. In 1992 Queen Elizabeth Il conferred upon him the title of Honorary Commander of the
British Empire.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rebecca Esquivd:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthat aren't like that. This The Autobiography of an Unknown Indian (New Y ork Review Books
Classics) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyabl e reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer associated with The Autobiography of an Unknown Indian (New Y ork Review
Books Classics) content conveys thinking easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different available asit. So, do you still thinking The
Autobiography of an Unknown Indian (New Y ork Review Books Classics) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Dianna Chrisman:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various waysto share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When



you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Autobiography of an Unknown Indian (New Y ork Review Books Classics), it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Fay Harris:

The book with title The Autobiography of an Unknown Indian (New Y ork Review Books Classics) has lot of
information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Victor Havens:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Autobiography of an
Unknown Indian (New Y ork Review Books Classics) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky person but for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you could pick The Autobiography of an Unknown Indian (New Y ork
Review Books Classics) become your own starter.
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