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This is the first academic study of sneakers and the subculture that surrounds
them. Since the 1980s, American sneaker enthusiasts, popularly known as
"sneakerheads†? or "sneakerholics†?, have created a distinctive identity for
themselves, while sneaker manufacturers such as Reebok, Puma and Nike have
become global fashion brands.

How have sneakers come to gain this status and what makes them fashionable?
In what ways are sneaker subcultures bound up with gender identity and why are
sneakerholics mostly young men? Based on the author's own ethnographic
fieldwork in New York, where sneaker subculture is said to have originated, this
unique study traces the transformation of sneakers from sportswear to fashion
symbol.

Sneakers explores the obsessions and idiosyncrasies surrounding the sneaker
phenomenon, from competitive subcultures to sneaker painting and artwork. It is
a valuable contribution to the growing study of footwear in fashion studies and
will appeal to students of fashion theory, gender studies, sociology, and popular
culture.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Finally, a book on sneakers for fashion scholars! No single item of clothing has played a larger role in
American youth cultural history, and Kawamura does a brilliant job of recounting that history,
contextualizing sneakers within the post-subcultural moment, and placing them in tension with larger debates
in fashion studies.” ?Brent Luvaas, Drexel University, USA

“Kawamura's Sneakers convinces that a considered sociology of a single everyday object – albeit an
infamous commodity that solicits consumer madness and subcultural respect – creates a worthy
interdisciplinary global phenomenon called 'sneakerology'.” ?Alison Gill, University of Western Sydney,
Australia

About the Author
Yuniya Kawamura is Professor of Sociology at the Fashion Institute of Technology, State University of
New York, USA. She is the author of The Japanese Revolution in Paris Fashion (Berg, 2004), Fashion-
ology (Berg, 2005), Doing Research in Fashion and Dress (Berg, 2011), and Fashioning Japanese
Subcultures (Berg, 2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lillian Chatman:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible
Sneakers: Fashion, Gender, and Subculture (Dress, Body, Culture)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Augustine Klotz:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Sneakers: Fashion, Gender, and Subculture (Dress,
Body, Culture) had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Sneakers: Fashion, Gender, and Subculture (Dress,
Body, Culture) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all
the book Sneakers: Fashion, Gender, and Subculture (Dress, Body, Culture). You never sense lose out for
everything when you read some books.



Thomas Carroll:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Sneakers: Fashion, Gender, and Subculture (Dress, Body, Culture) this e-book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all
of you.

Jared Williams:

You can obtain this Sneakers: Fashion, Gender, and Subculture (Dress, Body, Culture) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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