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Before the Second World War, few universities in the United States had earned
high respect among the international community of scholars and scientists. Since
1945, however, the distinctive attributes of American higher
education?decentralized administration, pluralistic and research-minded faculties,
and intense competition for government funding?have become world standard.
Whether measured by Nobel and other prizes, international applications for
student admissions and faculty appointments, or the results of academic surveys,
America's top research universities are the best in the world.

The Rise of American Research Universities provides a fresh historical
interpretation of their ascendancy and a fresh, comprehensive estimate of their
scholarly achievement. Hugh Davis Graham and Nancy Diamond question
traditional methods of rating the reputation and performance of universities; they
offer instead an empirical analysis of faculty productivity based on research
grants received, published research, and peer approval of that work. Comparing
the research achievements of faculty at more than 200 institutions, they differ
with most studies of higher education in measuring performance in every
academic field?from medicine to humanities?and in analyzing data on research
activity in terms of institutional size.

In this important and timely work, Graham and Diamond reassess the success of
American universities as research institutions and the role of public funding in
their developmentfrom the expansionist "golden years" of the 1950s and '60s,
through the austerity measures of the 1970s and the entrepreneurial ethos of the
1980s, to the budget crises universities face in the 1990s.
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Before the Second World War, few universities in the United States had earned high respect among the
international community of scholars and scientists. Since 1945, however, the distinctive attributes of
American higher education?decentralized administration, pluralistic and research-minded faculties, and
intense competition for government funding?have become world standard. Whether measured by Nobel and
other prizes, international applications for student admissions and faculty appointments, or the results of
academic surveys, America's top research universities are the best in the world.

The Rise of American Research Universities provides a fresh historical interpretation of their ascendancy and
a fresh, comprehensive estimate of their scholarly achievement. Hugh Davis Graham and Nancy Diamond
question traditional methods of rating the reputation and performance of universities; they offer instead an
empirical analysis of faculty productivity based on research grants received, published research, and peer
approval of that work. Comparing the research achievements of faculty at more than 200 institutions, they
differ with most studies of higher education in measuring performance in every academic field?from
medicine to humanities?and in analyzing data on research activity in terms of institutional size.

In this important and timely work, Graham and Diamond reassess the success of American universities as
research institutions and the role of public funding in their developmentfrom the expansionist "golden years"
of the 1950s and '60s, through the austerity measures of the 1970s and the entrepreneurial ethos of the 1980s,
to the budget crises universities face in the 1990s.
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Editorial Review

Review

[The authors] argue that ratings based on reputation reflect yesterday's reality and understate the quality of
some universities while overstating others.

(Miami Herald)

Provides a historical perspective on the annual snapshots by such periodicals as U.S. News and World
Report... Fluid, concise, [and] compelling.

(Journal of American History)

An important contribution to our understanding of what actually happened during that amazing period in the
history of higher education that began with World War II.

(Issues in Science and Technology)

A serious contribution to our knowledge of American research universities. Students and researchers of
American higher education will want to read this book, as will public policy makers and administrators.

(Journal of College Student Development)

From the Back Cover

Before the Second World War, few universities in the United States could compete as research institutions
with their European counterparts. Since 1945, however, America's top research universities are the best in
the world. In The Rise of American Research Universities explains how this remarkable transformation
occurred and offers a new, empirical, per capita assessment of the productivity and quality of faculties across
the disciplines at more than 200 public and private institutions. From the impact of federal funding and
decisions made by administrators at individual universities to the rigorous comparison of institutions, the
findings in this book offer important insights into the history and future of the American research university.

About the Author

Hugh Davis Graham  was the Holland N. McTyeire Professor of American History at Vanderbilt
University. Nancy Diamond  is a visiting assistant professor of history and a research associate at Temple
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



William Chapman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in the
Postwar Era. Try to stumble through book The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and
Challengers in the Postwar Era as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Brian Faber:

The book The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in the Postwar Era can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave a very important thing like a book The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers
in the Postwar Era? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Rise of
American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in the Postwar Era has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Cathy Lantz:

The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in the Postwar Era can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement
in writing The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in the Postwar Era yet doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.

Ronnie Correa:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in
the Postwar Era this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain
it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.
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