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Many people assume, largely because of Gandhi's legacy, that Hinduism is a
religion of non-violence. In this 2006 book William R. Pinch shows just how
wrong this assumption is. Using the life of Anupgiri Gosain, a Hindu ascetic who
lived at the end of the eighteenth century, he demonstrates that Hindu warrior
ascetics were an important component of the South Asian military labor market
in the medieval and early modern Indian past, and crucial to the rise of British
imperialism. Today, they occupy a prominent place in modern Indian
imaginations, ironically as romantic defenders of a Hindu India against foreign
invasion, even though they are almost totally absent from Indian history. William
R. Pinch's innovative and gloriously composed book sets out to piece together the
story of the rise and demise of warrior asceticism in India from the 1500s to the
present. It will appeal to students of religion and historians of empire.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... a fine and useful book ..."
Peter Van Der Veer, American Historical Review

"Pinch has discovered and employed wonderful visual materials, and many oral traditions of both Saiva and
Vaisnava ascetics to match his thorough research in Company records."
David L. Curley, Pacific Affairs

"Yogis seem to have gone particularly out of control during the eighteenth-century anarchy between the fall
of the Mughals and the rise of the British. This is a subject explored by William Pinch in his brilliant 2006
study of the militant yogis of the period, Warrior Ascetics and Indian Empires."
William Dalrymple, The New York Review of Books

About the Author
William R. Pinch is Associate Professor of History at Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut. He
is the author of Peasants and Monks in British India (1996).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Carr:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
sense happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Warrior
Ascetics and Indian Empires (Cambridge Studies in Indian History and Society) is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Margaret Watkins:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Warrior Ascetics and Indian Empires (Cambridge Studies in Indian History and Society).



Maria Lacher:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Warrior Ascetics and Indian Empires (Cambridge
Studies in Indian History and Society) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Warrior Ascetics and Indian Empires (Cambridge Studies in
Indian History and Society) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Amanda Grant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Warrior
Ascetics and Indian Empires (Cambridge Studies in Indian History and Society).
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