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In Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems, Thomas Povey shares 109 of his
favorite problems in physics and maths. A tour de force of imagination and
exposition, he guides us through uncompromisingly challenging territory that
expands our minds and encourages a playful and exploratory approach to study.
"The puzzles," he says, "are like toys. We should pick up the one we most enjoy,
and play with it."

Whether you are an aspiring scientist or an old-hand, pitting yourself against
these problems will test your ability to think, and inspire you with curiosity and
enthusiasm for physics. Presented with charm and wit, the questions span the gap
between high-school and university-entrance standard material. Detailed answers
are lightened with a fascinating and refreshing blend of scientific history,
application and personal anecdote.

On this delightful and idiosyncratic romp through pre-university maths and
physics, the author shows us that behind every single one of these questions lies a
new way of thinking about subjects we thought we had understood. He argues
that engaging with the unfamiliar is key to forming deeper insights and
developing intellectual independence. Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems is
a manifesto that science should be playful, and a celebration of the curious.
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In Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems, Thomas Povey shares 109 of his favorite problems in physics and
maths. A tour de force of imagination and exposition, he guides us through uncompromisingly challenging
territory that expands our minds and encourages a playful and exploratory approach to study. "The puzzles,"
he says, "are like toys. We should pick up the one we most enjoy, and play with it."

Whether you are an aspiring scientist or an old-hand, pitting yourself against these problems will test your
ability to think, and inspire you with curiosity and enthusiasm for physics. Presented with charm and wit, the
questions span the gap between high-school and university-entrance standard material. Detailed answers are
lightened with a fascinating and refreshing blend of scientific history, application and personal anecdote.

On this delightful and idiosyncratic romp through pre-university maths and physics, the author shows us that
behind every single one of these questions lies a new way of thinking about subjects we thought we had
understood. He argues that engaging with the unfamiliar is key to forming deeper insights and developing
intellectual independence. Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems is a manifesto that science should be
playful, and a celebration of the curious.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Highly recommended .... Povey (engineering, Univ. of Oxford, UK) collects his favorite 'pre-university'
problems in math and physics and presents them informally in a welcoming style. Povey writes that the
problems are 'devised to encourage curiosity and playfulness.' (Yes, they do.) He asserts that working
through the problems will better prepare precocious students for university study. (Yes, they will.) For
Povey, the desired outcome is confidence in how to reason through problems. ...Much can be learned from
Povey’s comments, independent of the solutions. "
— CHOICE Magazine, from the American Library Association

“A real tour de force of scientific problems. Thomas Povey is clearly a master at this kind of conundrum ...
Fascinating.”
—John Farndon, author of Do You Think You’re Clever?

“Albert Einstein is rumoured to have said: ‘Everything should be made as simple as possible, but not
simpler.’ Thomas Povey’s lucid and imaginative Professor Povey’s Perplexing Problems shows you how.”
—Andrew Robinson, Author of Einstein: A Hundred Years of Relativity

About the Author

Thomas Povey is Professor of Engineering Science at the University of Oxford, where he researches jet-
engine and rocket technology. His science puzzles have appeared in the Guardian and been featured on BBC
Radio 4.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Consuelo Collier:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need that Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems: Pre-
university Physics and Maths Puzzles with Solutions to read.

Levi Ryan:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Professor
Povey's Perplexing Problems: Pre-university Physics and Maths Puzzles with Solutions suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Professor Povey's



Perplexing Problems: Pre-university Physics and Maths Puzzles with Solutionsis the main of several books
that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
with this book.

Louise Guest:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems: Pre-university Physics and Maths Puzzles with Solutions.

Jeremy Bedford:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems:
Pre-university Physics and Maths Puzzles with Solutions is simple to develop you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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