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Investigating the cultural, social, and political histories of punishment during
ninety years surrounding the 1838 abolition of slavery in Jamaica, Diana Paton
challenges standard historiographies of slavery and discipline. The abolition of
slavery in Jamaica, as elsewhere, entailed the termination of slaveholders’ legal
right to use violence—which they defined as “punishment”—against those they
had held as slaves. Paton argues that, while slave emancipation involved major
changes in the organization and representation of punishment, there was no
straightforward transition from corporal punishment to the prison or from
privately inflicted to state-controlled punishment. Contesting the dichotomous
understanding of pre-modern and modern modes of power that currently
dominates the historiography of punishment, she offers critical readings of
influential theories of power and resistance, including those of Michel Foucault,
Pierre Bourdieu, and Ranajit Guha.

No Bond but the Law reveals the longstanding and intimate relationship between
state formation and private punishment. The construction of a dense, state-
organized system of prisons began not with emancipation but at the peak of
slave-based wealth in Jamaica, in the 1780s. Jamaica provided the paradigmatic
case for British observers imagining and evaluating the emancipation process.
Paton’s analysis moves between imperial processes on the one hand and
Jamaican specificities on the other, within a framework comparing developments
regarding punishment in Jamaica with those in the U.S. South and elsewhere.
Emphasizing the gendered nature of penal policy and practice throughout the
emancipation period, Paton is attentive to the ways in which the actions of
ordinary Jamaicans and, in particular, of women prisoners, shaped state
decisions.
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Investigating the cultural, social, and political histories of punishment during ninety years surrounding the
1838 abolition of slavery in Jamaica, Diana Paton challenges standard historiographies of slavery and
discipline. The abolition of slavery in Jamaica, as elsewhere, entailed the termination of slaveholders’ legal
right to use violence—which they defined as “punishment”—against those they had held as slaves. Paton
argues that, while slave emancipation involved major changes in the organization and representation of
punishment, there was no straightforward transition from corporal punishment to the prison or from privately
inflicted to state-controlled punishment. Contesting the dichotomous understanding of pre-modern and
modern modes of power that currently dominates the historiography of punishment, she offers critical
readings of influential theories of power and resistance, including those of Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu,
and Ranajit Guha.

No Bond but the Law reveals the longstanding and intimate relationship between state formation and private
punishment. The construction of a dense, state-organized system of prisons began not with emancipation but
at the peak of slave-based wealth in Jamaica, in the 1780s. Jamaica provided the paradigmatic case for
British observers imagining and evaluating the emancipation process. Paton’s analysis moves between
imperial processes on the one hand and Jamaican specificities on the other, within a framework comparing
developments regarding punishment in Jamaica with those in the U.S. South and elsewhere. Emphasizing the
gendered nature of penal policy and practice throughout the emancipation period, Paton is attentive to the
ways in which the actions of ordinary Jamaicans and, in particular, of women prisoners, shaped state
decisions.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

The reserve with title No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation,
1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) has lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Summer McGaugh:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love No Bond but the Law: Punishment,
Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's
Studies), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Louise Guest:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in
Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies). This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Ann Craft:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book No Bond but the Law:
Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in



Women's Studies) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the book No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender
in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) can to be your
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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