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Perhaps no other critical label has been made to cover more ground than "irony,"
and in our time irony has come to have so many meanings that by itself it means
almost nothing. In this work, Wayne C. Booth cuts through the resulting
confusions by analyzing how we manage to share quite specific ironies—and
why we often fail when we try to do so. How does a reader or listener recognize
the kind of statement which requires him to reject its "clear" and "obvious"
meaning? And how does any reader know where to stop, once he has embarked
on the hazardous and exhilarating path of rejecting "what the words say" and
reconstructing "what the author means"?

In the first and longer part of his work, Booth deals with the workings of what he
calls "stable irony," irony with a clear rhetorical intent. He then turns to intended
instabilities—ironies that resist interpretation and finally lead to the "infinite
absolute negativities" that have obsessed criticism since the Romantic period.

Professor Booth is always ironically aware that no one can fathom the
unfathomable. But by looking closely at unstable ironists like Samuel Becket, he
shows that at least some of our commonplaces about meaninglessness require
revision. Finally, he explores—with the help of Plato—the wry paradoxes that
threaten any uncompromising assertion that all assertion can be undermined by
the spirit of irony.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Wayne C. Booth (1921–2005) was the George Pullman Distinguished Service Professor at the University of
Chicago. His many books include The Rhetoric of Fiction, A Rhetoric of Irony, The Power and Limits of
Pluralism, The Vocation of a Teacher, and Forthe Love of It, all published by the University of Chicago
Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Connell:

With other case, little people like to read book A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books). You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book A
Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Virginia Villalon:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) book is readable simply by you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So ,
do you still thinking A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Jonathan McLean:

This A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences inside
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A Rhetoric
of Irony (Phoenix Books) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that.
So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?



Nathan Hutchison:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) was colorful
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
that will.
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