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Drawing on a lifetime of wisdom, New York Times bestselling author and
controversial religious leader John Shelby Spong continues to challenge
traditional Christian theology in Eternal Life: A New Vision. In this remarkable
spiritual autobiography about his lifelong struggle with the questions of God and
death, he reveals how he ultimately came to believe in eternal life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this challenging, intellectually rigorous culmination of his body of theological work, retired Episcopal
bishop Spong (Jesus for the Non-Religious) provides a lucid historical analysis of the development of human
religious thought from the onset of self-conscious awareness to the present, and a compelling argument for
the creation of a new religious paradigm. Offering deeply personal reflections on his own Christian journey
and priestly career, Spong reviews a lifetime of passionate engagement with biblical study and with
questions of faith, charting his growing discomfort with language that seemed limited, falsifying and
inadequate. Arguing that modern scientific understanding necessitates dismissing outdated metaphors and
assumptions by which faith seeks to calm human anxiety, Spong suggests an understanding of God not as a
person, but as the process that calls personhood into being. Spong's examination of the gospel resurrection
accounts includes an intriguing interpretation of John's portrayal of Jesus as a being so courageously present
that he was open to the ultimate reality of life, love and being. This work, bound to be influential, offers new
insights into religion's big questions about life and death, making an invaluable contribution to both religious
scholarship and faithful exploration. (Sept.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“In Spong’s perpetual quest for truth and knowledge, he has transformed the enigmatic cosmic energy of the
‘big bang’ into an afterglow of human hope for the ages.” (Daniel H. Gregory, M.D., Senior Attending
Physician, Bassett Healthcare)

“Fear of death is the most fundamental fear of human existence. The only way it can be conquered is through
knowledge and experience of your eternal being. Eternal Life: A New Vision is elegant invitation to find this
part of yourself and be liberated.” (Deepak Chopra, author of The Third Jesus)

“His courage, candor and intense awareness are unique gifts to people both inside and outside Christianity at
this critical time in human and planetary history.” (Matthew Fox, author of Original Blessing)

“This work, bound to be influential, offers new insights into religion’s big questions about life and death,
making an invaluable contribution to both religious scholarship and faithful exploration.” (Publishers
Weekly)

“Spong has spent his life and work making sense of this most fundamental human issue . . . His fans will find
this spiritual autobiography fascinating, but so, too, should anyone interested in the still uncomfortable topics
of death and mortality.” (Booklist)

“With subtlety and complexity, Spong promotes an idea of an ongoing existence beyond our physicality, one
that entirely supercedes “religious” notions of Heaven or Hell and even conventional notions of God . . .
Spong’s writing here as elsewhere is intelligent, engaged, comforting, and uplifting. ” (Library Journal)

“Spong once again puts his intellectual money on common sense . . . Religion’s purpose, he claims, is
“security, not Truth” - a key insight that demands, in turn, a set of wholly new visions. . . . Spong . . . [is] a
unique visionary.” (St. Louis Post-Dispatch)



“John Shelby Spong, the reinterpreter of Christianity for the doubtful, retired as the Episcopal bishop of New
Jersey in 2001 but not from his religious provocations. . . . People have to get beyond the idea of God as a
heavenly judge who hands out rewards and punishment,.” (Atlanta Journal-Constitution)

“Eternal Life: A New Vision doesn’t actually give us a clear vision of eternal life at all. Spong would never
do that.... Instead he frees us to dream a dream of what life, eternal or otherwise, might be.” (Central Coast
Express)

“Spong invites us to engage the questions, to revel in the mystery, and finally to find our place within God’s
place, our time within God’s time, and our life within God’s life.” (Anglican and Episcopal History)

From the Back Cover

Bishop John Shelby Spong, author of Jesus for the Non-Religious, Why Christianity Must Change or Die,
Sins of Scripture, and many other books, is known for his controversial ideas and fighting for minority rights.
In Eternal Life: A New Vision, a remarkable spiritual journey about his lifelong struggle with the questions of
God and death, he reveals how he came to a new conviction about eternal life. God, says spong, is ultimately
one, and each of us is part of that oneness. We do not live on after death as children who have been rewarded
with heaven or punished with hell but as part of the life and being of God, sharing in God’s eternity, which is
beyond the barriers of time and space. spong argues that the discovery of the eternal can be found within
each of us if we go deeply into ourselves, transcend our limits and become fully human. By seeking God
within, by living each day to its fullest, we will come to understand how we live eternally.

Always compelling and controversial, Spong, the leading Christian liberal and pioneer for human rights,
wrestles with the question that all of us will ultimately face. In his final book, Spong takes us beyond religion
and even beyond Christianity until he arrives at the affirmation that the fully realized human life empties into
and participates in the eternity of God. The pathway into God turns out to be both a pathway into ourselves
and a doorway into eternal life. To Job’s question “If a man (or a woman) dies, will he (or she) live again?”
he gives his answer as a ringing yes!

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Clark:

The book Eternal Life: A New Vision: Beyond Religion, Beyond Theism, Beyond Heaven and Hell can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a
book Eternal Life: A New Vision: Beyond Religion, Beyond Theism, Beyond Heaven and Hell? A number
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Eternal Life: A New Vision: Beyond
Religion, Beyond Theism, Beyond Heaven and Hell has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.



Ann Strickland:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Eternal Life: A New Vision: Beyond Religion, Beyond Theism, Beyond Heaven
and Hell it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book features high quality.

Blanche Dobos:

The book untitled Eternal Life: A New Vision: Beyond Religion, Beyond Theism, Beyond Heaven and Hell
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You
can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Samantha Green:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Eternal Life: A New Vision: Beyond
Religion, Beyond Theism, Beyond Heaven and Hell which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.
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