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We ordinarily take it as obvious that we acquire knowledge of our world on the
basis of sensory perception, and that such knowledge plays a central cognitive
and practical role in our lives. Upon reflection, however, it is far from obvious
what perception involves and how exactly it contributes to our knowledge.
Indeed, skeptical arguments have led some to question whether we have any
knowledge, or even rational or justified belief, regarding the world outside our
minds.

Investigating the nature and scope of our perceptual knowledge and perceptually
justified belief, A Critical Introduction to the Epistemology of Perception
provides an accessible and engaging introduction to a flourishing area of
philosophy. Before introducing and evaluating the main theories in the
epistemology of perception, Ali Hasan sets the stage with a discussion of
skepticism, realism, and idealism in early modern philosophy, theories of
perceptual experience (sense-datum theory, adverbialism, intentionalism, and
metaphysical disjunctivism), and central controversies in general epistemology.
Hasan then surveys the main theories in the contemporary debate, including
coherentism, abductivism, phenomenal conservatism or dogmatism, reliabilism,
and epistemological disjunctivism, presenting the motivations and primary
objections to each. Hasan also shows how to avoid confusing metaphysical issues
with epistemological ones, and identifies interesting connections between the
epistemology and metaphysics of perception.

For students in epistemology or the philosophy of perception looking to better
understand the central questions, concepts, and debates shaping contemporary
epistemology, A Critical Introduction to the Epistemology of Perception is
essential reading.
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We ordinarily take it as obvious that we acquire knowledge of our world on the basis of sensory perception,
and that such knowledge plays a central cognitive and practical role in our lives. Upon reflection, however, it
is far from obvious what perception involves and how exactly it contributes to our knowledge. Indeed,
skeptical arguments have led some to question whether we have any knowledge, or even rational or justified
belief, regarding the world outside our minds.

Investigating the nature and scope of our perceptual knowledge and perceptually justified belief, A Critical
Introduction to the Epistemology of Perception provides an accessible and engaging introduction to a
flourishing area of philosophy. Before introducing and evaluating the main theories in the epistemology of
perception, Ali Hasan sets the stage with a discussion of skepticism, realism, and idealism in early modern
philosophy, theories of perceptual experience (sense-datum theory, adverbialism, intentionalism, and
metaphysical disjunctivism), and central controversies in general epistemology. Hasan then surveys the main
theories in the contemporary debate, including coherentism, abductivism, phenomenal conservatism or
dogmatism, reliabilism, and epistemological disjunctivism, presenting the motivations and primary
objections to each. Hasan also shows how to avoid confusing metaphysical issues with epistemological ones,
and identifies interesting connections between the epistemology and metaphysics of perception.

For students in epistemology or the philosophy of perception looking to better understand the central
questions, concepts, and debates shaping contemporary epistemology, A Critical Introduction to the
Epistemology of Perception is essential reading.
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Editorial Review

Review
A clearly written introduction to epistemology through its history, this should be helpful indeed to students
first encountering the great historical figures, such as Descartes and Hume. Students should be challenged to
test the proposed interpretations against their own readings of the great texts. The interpretations proposed
are sharp and insightful enough to fruitfully engage the beginning student, and to lead them properly to the
contemporary cutting edge. -- Ernest Sosa, Board of Governors Professor of Philosophy, Rutgers University,
USA Ali Hasan's Critical Introduction to the Epistemology of Perception combines many virtues-including
clarity, readability, balance, and careful scholarship. It quite comprehensively explores the nature of
perception, situates it in general epistemology, and introduces the reader to wide-ranging contemporary
literature. In the space of barely 150 pages it contributes to both the understanding of perception and the
capacity to comprehend contemporary and historically important writings concerning it. -- Robert Audi, John
A. O'Brien Professor of Philosophy, University of Notre Dame, USA

About the Author
Ali Hasan is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of Iowa, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled A Critical Introduction to the Epistemology of Perception
(Bloomsbury Critical Introductions to Contemporary Epistemology) can be great book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Jorge Raines:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book A Critical Introduction to the Epistemology of Perception (Bloomsbury Critical
Introductions to Contemporary Epistemology) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.



Catherine Graziani:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually A Critical Introduction to the Epistemology of Perception (Bloomsbury
Critical Introductions to Contemporary Epistemology).

Alexandra Stafford:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The A Critical Introduction to the Epistemology of Perception (Bloomsbury Critical
Introductions to Contemporary Epistemology) offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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