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Waging War: Conflict, Culture, and Innovation in World History provides a
wide-ranging examination of war in human history, from the beginning of the
species until the current rise of the so-called Islamic State. Although it covers
many societies throughout time, the book does not attempt to tell all stories from
all places, nor does it try to narrate "important" conflicts. Instead, author Wayne
E. Lee describes the emergence of military innovations and systems, examining
how they were created and then how they moved or affected other societies.
These innovations are central to most historical narratives, including the
development of social complexity, the rise of the state, the role of the steppe
horseman, the spread of gunpowder, the rise of the west, the bureaucratization of
military institutions, the industrial revolution and the rise of firepower, strategic
bombing and nuclear weapons, and the creation of "people's war."
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Editorial Review

Review

"It takes the sharp interdisciplinary mind of Wayne E. Lee to bring together so much material over such a
broad span of history and make it not only intelligible but fresh and exciting to read. He has given us a truly
global history of war that will serve as one of the standards in the field for years to come."--Michael S.
Neiberg, author of Dance of the Furies: Europe and the Outbreak of World War I

"Wayne E. Lee's incisive overview of innovation in warfare convincingly shows the importance of both
technology and technique in military competition. He skillfully embeds military matters in their larger social,
political, and economic contexts to provide one of the very few world histories of warfare."--J.R. McNeill,
Georgetown University

"Waging War ranks as the most important survey of humankind's warrior past in decades. This accessible
and yet profound work is a superb act of vision and of intellectual courage."--John Lynn, University of
Illinois

"Waging War is a far-reaching study of war that brilliantly probes the theme of innovation. This important
work deserves wide attention."--Jeremy Black, author of
A Century of Conflict: War, 1914-2014

About the Author

Wayne E. Lee is Professor of History at the University of North Carolina and Chair of the Curriculum in
Peace, War, and Defense. He is the author of Barbarians and Brothers: Anglo-American Warfare, 1500-
1865 (OUP, 2011) and Crowds and Soldiers in Revolutionary North Carolina: The Culture of Violence in
Riot and War (2001).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erin Weiss:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Waging War: Conflict, Culture, and



Innovation in World History will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with
you?

Jackie Caldwell:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Waging War: Conflict,
Culture, and Innovation in World History to read.

William Johnson:

This Waging War: Conflict, Culture, and Innovation in World History book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. That Waging War: Conflict, Culture, and Innovation in World History without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Waging War: Conflict, Culture, and Innovation in World History can bring any time you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Waging War: Conflict, Culture, and Innovation in World History having great arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Alex Estepp:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Waging War: Conflict, Culture, and Innovation in World History when you required
it?
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