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"You can send me to the scaffold, but I can make you suffer, and I mean
to."

Based on actual historic events, this thrilling saga of violence and retribution
bridged the gap between medieval and modern literature, and speaks so
profoundly to the contemporary spirit that it has been the basis of numerous
plays, movies, and novels.

It has become, in fact, a classic tale: that of the honorable man forced to take the
law into his own hands. In this incendiary prototype, a minor tax dispute
intensifies explosively, until the eponymous hero finds the forces of an entire
kingdom, and even the great Martin Luther, gathered against him. But soon even
Luther comes to echo the growing army of peasants asking, Isn’t Kohlhaas right?

Widely acknowledged as one of the masterworks of German literature, Michael
Kohlhaas is also one of the most stirring tales ever written of the quest for
justice.

The Art of The Novella Series

Too short to be a novel, too long to be a short story, the novella is generally
unrecognized by academics and publishers. Nonetheless, it is a form beloved and
practiced by literature's greatest writers. In the Art Of The Novella series,
Melville House celebrates this renegade art form and its practitioners with titles
that are, in many instances, presented in book form for the first time.
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"You can send me to the scaffold, but I can make you suffer, and I mean to."

Based on actual historic events, this thrilling saga of violence and retribution bridged the gap between
medieval and modern literature, and speaks so profoundly to the contemporary spirit that it has been the
basis of numerous plays, movies, and novels.

It has become, in fact, a classic tale: that of the honorable man forced to take the law into his own hands. In
this incendiary prototype, a minor tax dispute intensifies explosively, until the eponymous hero finds the
forces of an entire kingdom, and even the great Martin Luther, gathered against him. But soon even Luther
comes to echo the growing army of peasants asking, Isn’t Kohlhaas right?

Widely acknowledged as one of the masterworks of German literature, Michael Kohlhaas is also one of the
most stirring tales ever written of the quest for justice.

The Art of The Novella Series

Too short to be a novel, too long to be a short story, the novella is generally unrecognized by academics and
publishers. Nonetheless, it is a form beloved and practiced by literature's greatest writers. In the Art Of The
Novella series, Melville House celebrates this renegade art form and its practitioners with titles that are, in
many instances, presented in book form for the first time.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I wanted them all, even those I'd already read."
—Ron Rosenbaum, The New York Observer

"Small wonders."
—Time Out London

"[F]irst-rate…astutely selected and attractively packaged…indisputably great works."
—Adam Begley, The New York Observer

"I’ve always been haunted by Bartleby, the proto-slacker. But it’s the handsomely minimalist cover of the
Melville House edition that gets me here, one of many in the small publisher’s fine 'Art of the Novella'
series."
—The New Yorker

"The Art of the Novella series is sort of an anti-Kindle. What these singular, distinctive titles celebrate is
book-ness. They're slim enough to be portable but showy enough to be conspicuously consumed—tiny little
objects that demand to be loved for the commodities they are."
—KQED (NPR San Francisco)

"Some like it short, and if you're one of them, Melville House, an independent publisher based in Brooklyn,
has a line of books for you... elegant-looking paperback editions ...a good read in a small package."
—The Wall Street Journal

About the Author
Heinrich von Kleist was born in 1777 in Frankfurt, Germany, to a Prussian military family. He was placed
into military service at 15, fought against the French, and resigned his commission at 21. Unable to obtain a
civil service job, he started one of Germany’s first daily newspapers, which failed, and he traveled
extensively through a Europe engulfed by the Napoleonic Wars. He was hospitalized for several mysterious
illnesses, including surgery for an indeterminate sexual problem that led him to break off a marital
engagement. Throughout, he wrote revolutionary plays and stories, such as Penthesilea and The Marquise of
O—, embracing realism and rejecting the ideals of dominant German humanists such as Goethe. As part of a
suicide pact, Kleist shot dead a terminally-ill friend, then himself, In 1811.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Neil Calvert:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or



perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Michael Kohlhaas (The Art of the Novella).

Michael Burr:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Michael Kohlhaas (The Art of the Novella) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Margaret Burman:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Michael Kohlhaas (The Art of the Novella) this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Barbara Guevara:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Michael Kohlhaas (The Art of the Novella).
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