
Witness for the Defense: The Accused, the
Eyewitness and the Expert Who Puts Memory
on Trial

By Elizabeth Loftus, Katherine Ketcham

Witness for the Defense: The Accused, the Eyewitness and the Expert Who
Puts Memory on Trial By Elizabeth Loftus, Katherine Ketcham

"The study of memory had become my specialty, my passion. In the next few
years I wrote dozens of papers about how memory works and how it fails, but
unlike most researchers studying memory, my work kept reaching out into the
real world. To what extent, I wondered, could a person's memory be shaped by
suggestion? When people witness a serious automobile accident, how accurate is
their recollection of the facts? If a witness is questioned by a police officer, will
the manner of questioning alter the representation of the memory? Can memories
be supplemented with additional, false information?"

The "passion" Loftus describes in the lines above led her to a teaching career at
the University of Washington and, perhaps more importantly, into hundreds of
courtrooms as an expert witness on the fallibility of eyewitness accounts. As she
has explained in numerous trials, and as she convincingly argues in this
absorbing book, eyewitness accounts can be and often are so distorted that they
no longer resemble the truth.
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about how memory works and how it fails, but unlike most researchers studying memory, my work kept
reaching out into the real world. To what extent, I wondered, could a person's memory be shaped by
suggestion? When people witness a serious automobile accident, how accurate is their recollection of the
facts? If a witness is questioned by a police officer, will the manner of questioning alter the representation of
the memory? Can memories be supplemented with additional, false information?"

The "passion" Loftus describes in the lines above led her to a teaching career at the University of
Washington and, perhaps more importantly, into hundreds of courtrooms as an expert witness on the
fallibility of eyewitness accounts. As she has explained in numerous trials, and as she convincingly argues in
this absorbing book, eyewitness accounts can be and often are so distorted that they no longer resemble the
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Editorial Review

Review

“Witness for the Defense is an important book.” ?The New York Times

“An intriguing and disturbing work in which forensic psychologist Loftus, a specialist on memory, examines
the fallibility of eyewitness testimony in criminal cases . . . A fascinating examination of human memory,
with troubling implications for the American criminal-justice system.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“Highly recommended for the general public and scholars interested in whether justice is served in the
criminal justice system.” ?Library Journal

From the Back Cover
Witness for the Defense is a collection of true stories based on Dr. Elizabeth Loftus's personal experiences as
an expert witness. It is our goal to use these real-life courtroom dramas as a vehicle for conveying
information about psychology in general and memory in particular.

About the Author

Elizabeth Loftus is a professor of psychology and adjunct professor of law at the University of Washington
in Seattle. For more than 20 years, she has conducted extensive research in the areas of human memory,
eyewitness testimony and courtroom procedure. Loftus has served as an expert witness and consultant in
hundreds of cases, including the McMartin PreSchool Molestation case, the Hillside Strangler case, the
Michael Jackson case, the trial of Oliver North, and the trial of the Menendez brothers and has also worked
on numerous cases involving allegations of "repressed memories." She has published over 250 journal
articles and 18 books, including Eyewitness Testimony, which won the American Psychological Association's
National Media Award in 1980, and most recently, The Myth of Repressed Memory. In 1983, she was invited
to present her work to the Royal Society of London. Loftus has served as president of the Western
Psychological Association in 1984 and has fulfilled leadership roles in numerous other organizations such as
the American Psychological Association, Society of Experimental Psychologists, American Psychological
Society, and Psychonomic Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Stevenson:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Witness for the Defense: The
Accused, the Eyewitness and the Expert Who Puts Memory on Trial will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like



that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Bryan Foxworth:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book Witness for the Defense: The Accused, the Eyewitness and the
Expert Who Puts Memory on Trial it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book provides high quality.

Paul Lopez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Witness for the Defense: The Accused, the Eyewitness
and the Expert Who Puts Memory on Trial why because the amazing cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Craig Palmer:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Witness for the Defense: The Accused, the
Eyewitness and the Expert Who Puts Memory on Trial to make your own reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Witness for the Defense: The Accused,
the Eyewitness and the Expert Who Puts Memory on Trial can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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