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Now, more than 20 years since its initial release, John Fiske’s classic text Media
Matters remains both timely and insightful as an empirically rich examination of
how the fierce battle over cultural meaning is negotiated in American popular
culture.

Media Matters takes us to the heart of social inequality and the call for social
justice by interrogating some of the most important issues of its time. Fiske offers
a practical guide to learning how to interpret the ways that media events shape
the social landscape, to contest official and taken-for-granted accounts of how
events are presented/conveyed through media, and to affect social change by
putting intellectual labor to public use.

A new introductory essay by former Fiske student Black Hawk Hancock entitled
‘Learning How to Fiske: Theorizing Cultural Literacy, Counter-History, and the
Politics of Media Events in the 21st Century’ explains the theoretical and
methodological tools with which Fiske approaches cultural analysis, highlighting
the lessons today’s students can continue to draw upon in order to understand
society today.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Republishing Media Matters could not be more timely, given the ways that the events and trends Fiske
discusses here are actively shaping our present moment: from the emergence of a whole new set of "media
events" and police violence directed against our ever more multicultural society (Ferguson,
#Blacklivesmatter) to the recurring role the Clintons and Joe Bidden play in contemporary politics to the
emergence of yet another celebrated black celebrity (Bill Cosby) now accused of unspeakable acts. Add to
this Fiske's attention to what politics looks like in an era of proliferating communication platforms and the
emergence of grassroots forms of media power. Media Matters is the book of John Fiske's which I reach for
most often and am never disappointed. Of Fiske's books, Media Matters is the one most informed by the
particularities of his historical moment but also the most prescient in anticipating the world we now inhabit.
Black Hawk Hancock's introduction to this new edition places the work in its theoretical and historical
context, explaining why the underlying argument still speaks to contemporary readers, and provides us tools
for how we, too, can do cultural analysis as would-be public intellectuals."

Henry Jenkins, Provost Professor of Communication, Journalism, Cinematic Arts and Education, University
of Southern California

"Media Matters is not only a timeless perspective on media culture, but its re-release is made even better by
the perspectives of Fiske disciple sociologist Black Hawk Hancock. The lessons shared by the book still ring
true, a point that is both unfortunate as a reflection of our current times, yet fortunate for those seeking an in-
depth look at media as text."

Darrell M. Newton, Associate Dean and Professor, The Fulton School of Liberal Arts, Salisbury University

From the Back Cover
Detailing the eroding line between "real" and "media" events, Fiske explores the media's treatment of the O.
J. Simpson arrest and pretrial hearings, the L.A. uprisings, the Anita Hill-Clarence Thomas hearings, and the
"family values" debate between Dan Quayle and Murphy Brown. He illustrates how African Americans,
Korean Americans, Latinos, and women have succeeded in making their hitherto unheard voices heard and
have influenced the nation's reaction to media events such as these. Fiske also analyzes speeches by George
Bush, Dan Quayle, and Pat Buchanan, along with media commentary by Rush Limbaugh and CNN's Greg
LaMotte, to reveal what Americans successfully rejected in ushering out the Reagan era. Through his
analysis of the contradictory and diverse voices that make up U.S. culture, Fiske traces the nation's swing
away from Reaganism and offers urgent warnings for the future.

About the Author



John Fiske is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Communication Arts at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, USA.

Black Hawk Hancock is an Associate Professor of Sociology at DePaul University, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Media Matters: Race & Gender in U.S. Politics ended
up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The guide Media Matters: Race & Gender in U.S. Politics is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Media Matters: Race & Gender in
U.S. Politics. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Deborah Mele:

This Media Matters: Race & Gender in U.S. Politics book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This Media Matters: Race & Gender in U.S. Politics without we know teach the
one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Media
Matters: Race & Gender in U.S. Politics can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Media Matters:
Race & Gender in U.S. Politics having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Louis McCarthy:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is Media Matters: Race & Gender in U.S. Politics.

Clifford Stoner:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to



can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be read. Media Matters: Race & Gender in U.S. Politics can be your answer since it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.
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