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Providing an indispensable new A-Z reference to English usage for the twenty-
first century, this guide covers more than 3000 points of word meaning, spelling,
punctuation, grammar and style on which students, teachers, writers and editors
regularly require guidance. It also addresses larger issues of inclusive language,
and effective writing and argument, and provides guidance on grammatical
terminology. Based on large international corpora, it differentiates clearly
between U.S., U.K., Canadian and Australian usage and offers up-to-date,
objective advice presented in readable, accessible terms. Pam Peters is a
Professor of Linguistics at Macquarie University where she also serves as
Director of Macquarie University's Dictionary Research Center. She is the author
of several books on English usage, including Cambridge Australian English Style
Guide (Cambridge, 1995).
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The wry observation attributed to George Bernard Shaw that "England and America are two countries
divided by a common language" finds support in The Cambridge Guide to English Usage. Author Peters, of
Macquarie University in Australia, provides evidence that their common language also divides Canada and
Australia from the other countries.

Within the A-Z arrangement of brief, to-the-point articles, entries on catalogue and catalog, dived and dove,
fitted and fit, freshman and fresher, titbit and tidbit celebrate transatlantic differences, some rather subtle,
others more pointed. Peters draws on a range of authorities for her judgments on usage. Those include large
databases, such as the 140-million-word Cambridge International Corpus of American English, and other
usage guides from throughout the English-speaking world. In line with the most recent of these other
handbooks, as well as the irrefutable evidence of present usage, Peters takes a descriptive rather than
prescriptive approach. Her analytical discussions of parts of speech, grammatical concepts and constructs,
and the like explain the origins of rules but also provide contemporary and historical examples of how usage
tempers some rules.

Like other manuals that explain the difference between a monologue and a soliloquy, the lack of meaningful
difference between further and farther, the confused state between inquire and enquire, the divergence of
salutary and salutatory from their common root, and recent introductions such as emoticons, Cambridge
provides sound advice for those who want to understand the English language and use it effectively. More
than other manuals, it describes the way in which some usages have a local habitation rather than global
recognition.

Considering the abundance of peculiarities and challenges in English usage, Cambridge will strengthen even
a library well stocked with other guides. It is a serious book for those serious about language. Those who
also enjoy the playfulness of English will continue to appreciate the complementary Penguin Dictionary of
American English Usage and Style (Penguin, 2000) and its sometimes witty examples. REVWR
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"This should be on every library's reference desk. This is a most invaluable work, indeed."
GEOLINGUISTICS Vol. 30, Leonard R. N. Ashley

About the Author
Pam Peters is the Director of Macquarie University's Dictionary Research Centre. Her publications include
The Cambridge Australian English Style Guide.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elliott Townsend:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book The Cambridge Guide to English Usage had been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


advantages for you. The publication The Cambridge Guide to English Usage is not only giving you much
more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Cambridge Guide to English
Usage. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Karen Baskin:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Cambridge Guide to English Usage can be excellent book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Bonnie Vassallo:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is The Cambridge Guide to English Usage this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Debra Treat:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Cambridge Guide to English Usage can make you feel more interested
to read.
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