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At the end of World War II, over 20,000 French people accused of collaboration
with Germany endured a particularly humiliating act of revenge: their heads were
shaved in public. Nearly all those punished were women. This episode in French
history continues to provoke shame and unease and as a result has never been the
subject of a thorough examination.

This groundbreaking book by Fabrice Virgili throws new light on these acts of
retribution and reveals that, contrary to popular belief, a vast number of those
women accused were innocent of any sexual involvement with Germans. Further,
this form of punishment was in evidence well before the Liberation and in fact
occurred in most European countries both in the twentieth century and earlier.

Why were these punishments largely directed at women? Was a relationship with
a German emblematic of female collaboration and betrayal, or were
contemporary feelings of violence towards the enemy subsequently re-directed?
Answering these questions and many more, Virgili suggests that the punishment
was not only meted out for 'horizontal collaboration' but also for many other
forms of involvement, and that the act of shaving the head was itself a form of
sexual punishment. For Virgili, the public nature of the punishment was a
defence strategy, a response to the German Occupation and a reaction to the
suffering and violence that had preceded the Liberation.

This pioneering investigation of one of France's darkest moments will be
fascinating reading for anyone interested in World War II, French history or
women's studies.
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At the end of World War II, over 20,000 French people accused of collaboration with Germany endured a
particularly humiliating act of revenge: their heads were shaved in public. Nearly all those punished were
women. This episode in French history continues to provoke shame and unease and as a result has never
been the subject of a thorough examination.

This groundbreaking book by Fabrice Virgili throws new light on these acts of retribution and reveals that,
contrary to popular belief, a vast number of those women accused were innocent of any sexual involvement
with Germans. Further, this form of punishment was in evidence well before the Liberation and in fact
occurred in most European countries both in the twentieth century and earlier.

Why were these punishments largely directed at women? Was a relationship with a German emblematic of
female collaboration and betrayal, or were contemporary feelings of violence towards the enemy
subsequently re-directed? Answering these questions and many more, Virgili suggests that the punishment
was not only meted out for 'horizontal collaboration' but also for many other forms of involvement, and that
the act of shaving the head was itself a form of sexual punishment. For Virgili, the public nature of the
punishment was a defence strategy, a response to the German Occupation and a reaction to the suffering and
violence that had preceded the Liberation.

This pioneering investigation of one of France's darkest moments will be fascinating reading for anyone
interested in World War II, French history or women's studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

“At last, the story of this common act of retribution . . . a remarkable achievement.” ?Le Monde

“Painstaking crosschecking of grains of information gleaned from diverse sources . . . achieved to perfection
. . . This book is a masterpiece of historical method and should be recommended reading for all serious
scholars of history whatever their subject matter. One of the best pieces of scholarship about the Second
World War, the sooner it becomes available in English the better.” ?Modern and Contemporary France

“We have had to wait over half a century for a systematic historical study to appear concerning the public
shaving of women . . .allegedly punished for 'horizontal collaboration'. . .[the author] brings the evidence of
his research to light with convincing and indisputable precision.” ?Le Monde Diplomatique

“Fabrice Virgili introduces new factors into the historical debate over the division between legal and illegal
acts of reparation.” ?Le Monde des Debats

“A remarkable work . . .Fabrice Virgili. . .succeeds in bringing our knowledge and understanding of this
phenomenon up to date.” ?L'Histoire

“A gripping work, Fabrice Virgili decodes this specifically male-directed violence.” ?Elle

“Festival, revenge, punishment, the ambivalence of the Liberation in the squares and town halls of France is
brilliantly researched in this outstanding study of the gendered rites of sexual humiliation. Essential reading.”
?Professor H. R. Kedward, University of Sussex

“The study makes for compelling reading . . . This [is a] profoundly intelligent, if occasionally harrowing,
account of a dark moment in French history.” ?The Times Higher Education Supplement

“This is an important, scrupulous and extremely well-researched book.” ?History

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

About the Author
Fabrice Virgili contributed to Goth from Berg Publishers.

John Flower is Director of the Centre for Research in European Accounting in Brussels.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Karl Harms:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Shorn Women:
Gender and Punishment in Liberation France? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Deborah Ayers:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Shorn Women:
Gender and Punishment in Liberation France suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation Franceis
a single of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this guide.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Christine Wormley:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation
France can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jose Johnson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's spirit or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France
can make you feel more interested to read.



Download and Read Online Shorn Women: Gender and
Punishment in Liberation France By Fabrice Virgili
#E0N6KQF47XP



Read Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France
By Fabrice Virgili for online ebook

Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France By Fabrice Virgili Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France By Fabrice Virgili
books to read online.

Online Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France By Fabrice
Virgili ebook PDF download

Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France By Fabrice Virgili Doc

Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France By Fabrice Virgili Mobipocket

Shorn Women: Gender and Punishment in Liberation France By Fabrice Virgili EPub


