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By January 2015 the world’s richest 80 people had as much wealth as the poorest
50 per cent of the world’s population. It is a global unevenness through which the
barriers to in-migration of Third World migrants to wealthy First World nations
go ever higher, while the barriers to travel in the reverse direction are all but
extinct.

So how exactly does tourism contribute to narrowing this glaring inequality
between the rich and poor? Are ever-expanding tourism markets a smoke-free,
socioculturally sensitive form of human industrialisation? Is alternative tourism
really a credible lever for reducing global inequality and eliminating poverty?

Tourism and Sustainability critically explores the most significant universal
geopolitical norms of the last half century – development, globalisation and
sustainability – and through the lens of new forms of tourism demonstrates how
we can better get to grips with the rapidly changing new global order. The fourth
edition has been extensively revised and updated, and benefits from the addition
of new material on climate change and tourism.

Drawing on a range of examples from across the Third World, Mowforth and
Munt expertly illustrate the social, economic and environmental conditions that
continue to affect the tourism industry. With the first edition hailed by Geoffrey
Wall as ‘one of the most significant books produced on tourism [since the turn of
the millennium]’, Tourism and Sustainability remains the essential resource for
students of human geography, environmental sciences and studies, politics,
development studies, anthropology and business studies as well as tourism itself.
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Tourism and Sustainability critically explores the most significant universal geopolitical norms of the last
half century – development, globalisation and sustainability – and through the lens of new forms of tourism
demonstrates how we can better get to grips with the rapidly changing new global order. The fourth edition
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Drawing on a range of examples from across the Third World, Mowforth and Munt expertly illustrate the
social, economic and environmental conditions that continue to affect the tourism industry. With the first
edition hailed by Geoffrey Wall as ‘one of the most significant books produced on tourism [since the turn of
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Editorial Review

Review

Comments on the fourth edition:

"This book meets the continuing need for a clear-eyed, critical look at the global tourism industry and its
sometimes uncomfortable relationship with ongoing problems of uneven development and inequality,
especially in the less developed world. Mowforth and Munt write incisively of complex matters, yet their
work has a real humanity at its core. This new edition will be a key resource for another generation of
students and researchers."

Dr Mark Hampton, Reader in Tourism Management, University of Kent

Commonly associated with lightness and frivolity, with sand beaches and holidays, the authors fully succeed
in their goal of repositioning tourism as a serious and important discipline within political science and
development. In this fourth edition Mowforth and Munt masterfully accomplish what seemed impossible:
they deepen further the enquiry, updating throughout with new events and case studies, and adding three new
chapters bridging the links between tourism and poverty, human security, migration, terrorism and
urbanisation. Never before has an analysis been so far-reaching, so present-to-day, so perceptive. An
essential volume for students and academics across a wide range of disciplines and for all those interested in
understanding our contemporary world through the powerful lens that tourism offers.

Professor Andréa Sousa Dantas, Department of Tourism, Federal University of Rio Grande do Norte,
Brazil 

In short, this fourth edition updates the states of matter and analysis of the debates raised in the past, and
introduces new issues that increasingly abundant academic literature has generated in recent years. It does so
by staying away from the conformist or slightly reformist visions, as already mentioned, they are dominant.
Thanks to all this, it remains a necessary reference text, essential to understand the development of the
tourism phenomenon (especially in countries of the global South) and to meet the academic analysis done
about it.

Jordi Gascón, Universitat de Barcelona & Foro de Turismo Responsable

 

Reviews on previous editions of Tourism and Sustainability:

‘This book should be compulsory reading for all those engaged in tourism research.’ – Erlet Cater, In
Focus, Tourism Concern

‘…one of the most significant books produced on tourism in the past few years.’ – Geoffrey Wall, Annals of
Tourism Research



‘A valuable and overdue contribution to a multi-disciplinary area. This book meets the challenge to say
something clear and interesting in a quicksand of ambiguities.’ – Professor John Lea, University of Sydney

‘Informative, stimulating, and provocative, the book deserves to be read by a wide audience … It is
absolutely essential reading for all those serious scholars of tourism studies wishing to appreciate "the bigger
picture".’ – Brian Wheeller, Annals of Tourism Research

‘…the book is quite simply one of the most important theoretical contributions to the growing subdiscipline
of tourism geography and is likely to be a mainstay for many years to come.’ – Keith Debbage, Annals of the
Association of American Geographers

‘…a far-reaching, timely and quite penetrating critique of some of the forms of tourism that have emerged as
a direct response to the clarion call for sustainable tourism development’ – Michael Parnwell, Journal of
Development Studies

About the Author

Martin Mowforth is a freelance researcher specialising in issues of environment, development,
sustainability and human rights in the region of Central America. He is also a part-time associate lecturer in
human geography at Plymouth University, UK.

Ian Munt is a freelance human settlements specialist and has worked on projects with UN agencies, bilateral
donors and non-governmental organisations in Central America, Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and Europe.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Tourism and Sustainability: Development, globalisation
and new tourism in the Third World. Try to the actual book Tourism and Sustainability: Development,
globalisation and new tourism in the Third World as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when
you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Maria Vanness:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you



read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Tourism and Sustainability: Development,
globalisation and new tourism in the Third World is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Larry Parker:

Tourism and Sustainability: Development, globalisation and new tourism in the Third World can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Tourism and Sustainability: Development, globalisation and new tourism in the Third World yet
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial pondering.

Willa Killeen:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tourism and Sustainability: Development,
globalisation and new tourism in the Third World can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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